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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   
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Summer is now upon us and we look forward to a time of rest and resto-
ration in the warmer weather, well we hope so!   To take time out from 
the routine of life is helpful and important for each of us as individuals 
and as a church.  As a change of pace of life is important for our wellbe-
ing as Christians.  Jesus teaches us this from his own life, and that of the 
Disciples, to come away from the activities and ministry and spend time 
with our Father.   

Spiritual renewal in this way has been an accepted practice of  

Christians down through the ages who have known the benefit of spend-
ing time alone with God, reading the scriptures, deepening their under-
standing of the triune God and spending time hearing from God through 
a developed prayer life.  Each of us are able to seek and  

apply this discipline and practice to our lives through extended times of 
devotion or through times apart or retreats,  that can be guided by an-
other Christian, or just times alone to seek a deeper relationship with 
Jesus.   

Apart from relaxation it is a time of celebration for us as we rejoice at 
being 90 years young.  A community of God’s people living in  

fellowship with each other joined together in mission to this area of 
Roxeth.   

Celebrating is an important part of our life together as we recognise our 
past and move forward to our future so that we grow in faith and share 
the good news about Jesus and the new life that He has given us.  It is 
from our spiritual life with our Father we are able to live life to the fullest 
as we go forward for the next 90 years. 

As we are doing this we are fulfilling our calling from God to do our duty 
as Christians.  The theme of duty is celebrated on the life of the Queen 
on the 12th as we remember her life and service to this nation.  We also 
remember the way her faith has sustained her during her time as Mon-
arch.   

Have a blessed June. 

Rev Brian Bishop  



4 

NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

 

Invitation to a Men’s breakfast at Ruislip Baptist Church 

 

I have received the following invitation to this event on Saturday 

9th July a Men’s Breakfast with Olympic athlete…..Tony Jarrett 

at 8.30am. 

 

Tickets are only £6 each from Brian at Ruislip Baptist Church on 

07903814111 

 

I will be going and if you want to come or need transport let me 

know.   

 

Brian Bishop 07794858820 
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 South Harrow Baptist 90th Anniversary 

 

We celebrate the church’s 90th Anniversary on Satur-
day 4th and Sunday 5th June.   A service of  
thanksgiving will be held on Saturday and will be led 
by Rev. David Fleming.   This will be followed by  
refreshments in the hall. 
The Sunday morning service will be taken by Rev.  
Peter and Mrs Elizabeth Webb.   This will be a family 
service and all are welcome.   Afterwards we will be 
having a barbecue, bouncy castle ( for children and 
adults ) and games in the church drive.   As these 
events are taking place there will be NO PARKING in 
the church drive on the Sunday 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

This month as we celebrate our 90th Anniversary 

please pray for: 

 

All our church family known to you, both present and 

past together with the current family who are ill, sad, 

housebound or in special need of God’s comfort. 

 

Thank God for the vision of the fellowship of College 

Road Baptist Church who saw the need of spreading 

the message of Jesus in South Harrow. 
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1966;  MY ‘ROAD TO WEMBLEY’  (Part 1) 

 

 We were not football fans, but my parents (who celebrated their Silver 
Wedding Anniversary that June) coincidentally took delivery of a brand-
new TV on the morning of the England v Germany Match, so  we more or 
less had to watch it! 
When the Summer Term finished, I spent 4 weeks as a ‘Vacation Student’ 
in a Drawing Office about a mile from the famous twin-towered old  
Stadium; my first paid employment. The Company specialised in  
automation using large computers, and schematic diagrams were typically 
around 3’ x 4’. Hitherto, copies had white lines on a blue background 
(‘blueprints’),  but newer processes gave black or blue-black print on a 
white background. I fed a ‘Dyeline’ machine with single sheets of paper, 
and checked the quality of each copy; also collated, wrote reference  
numbers on reports, etc.. There were about 6 people in the office. It was a 
friendly environment. One fellow would occasionally burst into song with 
The Beatles’ ‘Yellow Submarine’. They appreciated my knowledge of  
stencil duplicating, although commerce had changed to ‘offset‘. The 
draughtsmen’s freehand lettering looked at least as good as that produced 
by my lettering guides. 
The Company had a Department at Stanmore, and I was based there for a 
few days.  Being transported in the Company’s ‘Jaguar’, carrying rolled-up 
documents labelled ‘CONFIDENTIAL’, I felt quite important! The Print 
Room was an ex- wartime hut. Here, too, was a sociable atmosphere.  
Offset duplicators rapidly devoured reams of American Quarto paper, 
which was slightly larger than English Quarto (10” x 8”). I operated a slow, 
ponderous ‘Xerox’ copier. The weather was fine, so every window was 
open, to dissipate the heat from the equipment. I ate sandwiches at lunch-
time amid Harrow’s tranquil semi-rural Green Belt. It was all unlike the 
Sixth Form, to which I returned for my final A-level year after a holiday in 
the southwest. One or two of our family friends keenly supported their lo-
cal football team (Bournemouth or Torquay). When I proudly told them of 
my exploits, a typical reaction was, ‘Wow! You worked in - WEMBLEY?!’. 
I pray that any of our church’s young people, soon starting their first jobs, 
have as pleasant an experience as I did. In Part 2, I’ll relate amusing  
incidents. 
 

                                                               DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist) 
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LBA has a new Team Leader 
 

 
Rev Phil Barnard has been appointed as the new Team Leader 
for the London Baptist Association.  He grew up in a Christian 
home and was baptised in 1986 at Cheam Baptist Church. 
 
Before going into ministry, Phil worked in retail management, 
first with W H Smith and then in Christian bookselling.  Along-
side this he was involved with worship and children’s work  
before going to London Bible College to train for full-time service 
in 1997.  During his third year there he realised that God was 
calling him to church ministry and he worked towards Baptist  
pastoral ministry accreditation through Hertford Baptist Church. 
 
After five years in Hertford he and his wife Jen moved to Mit-
cham Lane Baptist Church, a multi-cultural church within the 
LBA.  During his ten years there, the church has not only grown 
spiritually, it has got involved in a broad range of projects to 
benefit the local community – including a Christians Against 
Poverty centre and a ‘Garden of Discovery’. 
 
“I am truly humbled to be nominated for the role of Team 
Leader,” said Phil on his appointment “and am excited about  
encouraging and equipping Baptist churches across London.  I 
have a passion for recapturing a vision for association life and 
interdependence, so that we can see our association go forward 
in strength and confidence.” 
 
Phil will be inducted into the role of LBA Team Leader on  
    Saturday 2

nd
 July – listen out for details in our notices. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Are our Churches “Dementia Friendly?” 

 

With 850,000 people living with Dementia, are our churches caring for 

those living with the disease and are we also caring for the carers? 

One church (among several) that has taken this challenge seriously is 

Westbury Baptist Church in Bristol. Following a public meeting held on 

9th July 2013 entitled “Is Bristol a Dementia Friendly City?”, a group of 

volunteers launched Bristol Dementia Action Alliance 

www.bristoldaa.co.uk  It set as its target to “make Bristol THE  

Dementia Friendly city of the UK”. 

 

The church itself also decided to become a Dementia Friendly Church 

and ran various sessions to enable members to become Dementia 

aware by attending “Dementia Friends” sessions and joining the  

Purple Angel Campaign. This helps people to find out what Dementia 

is, how to identify people with the disease and, more importantly, how 

to manage people with Dementia. 

 

The membership had previously decided to “open up” the front of the 

church by extending the building and using a lot more glass thus  

letting in a lot more light. This enabled a café called “Refresh” to be 

set up offering an opportunity to the public to come in for a time of  

refreshment. This particularly appeals to Mums taking their children to 

and from our local school, pre-school and Mothers & Toddlers Group. 

Phase 2 of the café project was to open a Memory Café for carers and 

people living with Dementia. It’s called “Happy Days” because  

attendees can look back to happy days, they can have happy days 

now and also look forward to happy days. It was opened by the star of 

the seventies sit-com of the same name and our plan is to have fun, 

yes fun! It runs on the first Friday of the month from 14.00. – 16.00. 

We use the Happy Days song as our theme tune and play it every 

month. As well as teas, coffees and home-made cakes, we have an 

activity. At the last café we did Zumba and everyone enjoyed  

themselves.  

 

http://www.bristoldaa.co.uk
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  Westbury Baptist also hosted a “How to be a Dementia Friendly 

Church” event in October 2015 which was led by Rev. Gaynor  

Hammond from Leeds. It was opened by the Bishop of Bristol and  

attended by 150 people from all denominations. A follow up was held 

in Trowbridge in April 2016. 

 

At Westbury, we are not experts and have not arrived yet, we are still 
on a journey, but maybe you could consider joining us? As Christians, 
we cannot preach a gospel of love and ignore those folks that are  
vulnerable around us.        Jesus is The Master. 
 
                                                                            Tony Hall 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
An unexpected blessing 

 
I recently came across this Franciscan prayer in my daily devotions 
and found it very challenging – read it through slowly and see what 
God says to you through it. 

Anne Bishop 
 

    May God bless you with discomfort 
at easy answers, half-truths and superficial relationships 

So that you may live deep within your heart. 
 

May God bless you with anger 
at injustice, oppression and exploitation of people 

so that you may work for justice, freedom and peace 
May God bless you with tears 

to shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and                               
war so that you may reach out your hand to comfort  

them and to turn their pain into joy 
 

And may God bless you with enough foolishness 
to believe that you can make a difference in this world 

So that you can do what others claim cannot be done to bring 
justice and kindness to all our children and the             

Poor 
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Services for June 

5th 10.45am Church Anniversary 

  No evening service 

12th 10.45am The Queen’s birthday  

        6.00pm  James 5:1-6 (page 1216) 

Communion 

19th 10.45am Acts 2:36-41The Church proclaimed –  

To the people (page 1094) 

Communion 

        6.00pm James 5:7-12 (page 1216) 

 26th    10.45am Acts 2:42-47 Fellowship in the Church (page 
1094)               

  Church Members meeting,  

             No evening service  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME    

FOR JUNE 

 

THERE ARE NO BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

There will be a Summer Sale for St Luke’s Hospice 
at 10.30am on Saturday 16th July.  More details will be 

included in the next issue of this magazine. 
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Memories from our longest serving Church Member 

 

I became a Church member in1953 so have many happy 
memories looking back over the years.  My first introduction to 
South Harrow Baptist Church was when I wanted to join the 
Girl Guides, but if you wanted to join you had to go to Sunday 
School.  I was happy to do this and my first impression of  
Sunday School was great.   I was in the Intermediate  
Department  led by Mr Heusch.  Sunday School then was on a  
Sunday afternoon.  There were Beginners, Juniors,  
Intermediates and Seniors.  Intermediates met in the Raikes 
Room and there were 6 classes of about 8 to 10 children in 
each.  All the other departments were just as full.  I shall never 
forget those early years.  I came from a very happy family 
home and felt that I had found another family there who made 
me very welcome.  I felt very blessed and came to know Jesus 
as my friend.  In the Senior Department, led by Mr Messenger 
We found in him and his wife a great inspiration.  They looked 
on us all as their children and led us lovingly to the Lord.  Mr 
Bayliss was Minister then and he held baptismal classes which 
about 7 of us attended and we were baptised in November 
1953 and received into Membership in December.  For my 
choice of a hymn for the Baptismal service I chose ’ O Jesus I 
have promised to serve thee to the end’ and I have treasured 
those words as they have guided me and stayed with me. 
 
I taught in Sunday School for some time and was a leader with 
the 1st Roxeth Cubs.  Miss Wildman was Akela then.  I re-
mained a leader until 1960 when John and I married.  I met 
John when we both worked at Glaxo Laboratories  but we 
started dating when he brought his younger brother to cubs.  
After our marriage we had not intended to stay in South  
Harrow but through a Church Member we heard that her par-
ent’s house was for sale so we viewed it and liked it so we 
stayed in South Harrow. 
 
In the following years we had three daughters so my time then 
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was taken up with my family, an especially happy time.  In 
1967, when Peter and Peggy Lorkin came to SHBC to start their   
ministry, Peggy started a Young Wives Group.  Peggy was a 
great encourager and persuaded me to lead the group.  When 
we started we had about 30 members.  That brought a lot of 
families into the church.  Some are still with us and the Young 
Wives have become the Women’s Circle. 
 
It was during Bill West’s Ministry that I was elected to be a  
Deacon.  I thought and prayed about letting my name go  
forward and felt very encouraged that three Deacons whom I 
greatly respected asked me, so I felt the Lord calling me to 
serve the church in this way.  I became the Church Secretary in 
the late 1980s. 
 
Over the years there have been many memorable events to  
remember.  The visit of the American Team in the 1980s was a 
very happy time and many special events were arranged. 
 
During the 1990s we hosted 2 Rick Wakeman concerts.  As 
many of you know  Rick was a member of South Harrow  and 
was in the Sunday School and Boy’s Brigade before being  
baptised and becoming a Church Member.  It was good to  
welcome him back and see the church full for both concerts.  
Obviously I have my own personal memories of the church .  
We were married there, our three daughters were dedicated 
there, Nicola was a Cub leader and met Tony, her husband, at 
Cubs  and they were married at the church.  Susan was a  
Beaver leader and was also married at the church.  Alison 
taught in Junior Church and helped set up and ran a youth club 
and she is now a Church Member.  My grandson Conor was 
dedicated at the church. 
 
John and I were Mayor and Mayoress in 1990/1991 and Dennis 
Floodgate, our Minister then,  was our Chaplain.  I did step back 
from church duties that year as there were many civic  
engagements to attend. 
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During that year we held a Civic Service at the church at   

Christmas time and the children performed a Christmas Nativity.  

Some of the older Councillors still remember the service well , 

especially when the young Mary and Joseph fought over the baby 

Jesus…..That was not in the script….. but it was a lovely service. 

Alan Hamlin was Mayor in 1997 so another Civic Service was 

held and Susan Millar was Alan’s Chaplain.  She also conducted 

Alan’s Civic funeral when he died on his last day as Mayor.  

                

Susan conducted my husband’s funeral when he died in 2002. 

One of my pleasures now is leading an under 1s group on  

Tuesday morning.  We sometimes have up to 14 Mums with  

children  ages between 5 months and 2   years. They have a fun 

morning  in the hall with a big selection of toys and a good time is 

had by all. 

 

So many memories of years gone by and many I have not  

mentioned.  I have known so many lovely people over the years.  

Some are still with us and others are with the Lord.  We have so 

much to give thanks for.  I know the Lord has walked with me and 

has been my strength over the years, especially when I lost John 

after over 40 happy years together. 

 

We obviously treasure old memories but as we celebrate our 90th 

Anniversary we must look forward to the future.  Our church 

stands right in the High Street so let us pray that we can reach 

out to the community and see our church grow. 

 

With love to all past and present members and friends. 

 

Brenda.  
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JUNE 

 
 

Wednesday 01  8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall  

Thursday 02  2 30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room 

    8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Friday   03  8 00 pm Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 

Saturday 04  3 00 pm 90th Anniversary  Service led by Rev David Fleming 

     Followed by refreshments in the Hall 

Sunday 05        10 45 am Family Service including Church Parade to celebrate the  

     90th Anniversary of the church led by Rev Peter and Mrs  

     Elizabeth Webb 

     Followed by a Barbecue and games in the Drive 

      No Evening Service  

Wednesday 08         10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

    2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing in the Shaftesbury Room 

    8 00 pm Prayer Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Saturday 11  6 00 pm  Youth Fellowship in the Hall 

Sunday  12        10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

    6 00 pm Evening Worship and Communion led by Brian Bishop 

Wednesday  15 8  00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Thursday 16 2 30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room   

   8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Hall 

Friday   17 8 00 pm Fellowship Group at Neva’s home     

Saturday  18 6 00 pm Youth Fellowship in the Hall     

Sunday 19       10 45 am Morning Worship and Communion led by Rev Brian Bishop 

               6 00 pm  Evening Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Wednesday  22       10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Thursday 23 7 00 am EU Referendum in the Hall 

Saturday 25       10 30 am Coffee Morning for Harrow Mencap 

   6 00 pm Youth Fellowship in the Hall 

Sunday  26       10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

              12 30 pm Church Members’ Meeting 

                         NO EVENING SERVICE 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Saturday                         6.00pm      Youth Fellowship 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

   June        Home Mission 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the July 2016 issue of ‘The Messenger should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

June 11th at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 
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