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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.

 
He was with God in the beginning. 

Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made.

 
In him was life, and that life was the 

light of all mankind.
 
The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it.   

John 1:1-5 

 

The season of Advent is now upon us! Advent means “the com-
ing” or “arrival”, that for us ends on Christmas Day celebrating 
the birth of Jesus.  Our theme as a church for this year is ‘God 
with us’ that for us should be a source of comfort as we go into 
the new year.   In recognising God is with us enables us to grow 
in our relationship with the triune God; Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  This is our hope and our message of to the community.    

 

‘God is with us’ as we reflect on the above verse Jesus comes 
to us to share in our humanity and presence, to camp or tent 
with us, that shows Jesus shares our humanity.   In this way  
Jesus shares our nature that is part of His incarnation and the 
way of salvation that led him to the cross.  This is our message 
to the community we share that we are not alone but God wants 
to get to know each one of us and wants everyone to come  to 
know Him.  Let us look forward to the future with confidence to 
what God can do.  

 

Have a very happy Christmas and joyful New Year.  

 

Rev Brian Bishop 
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GOODBYE,  FAIRWELL, AUF WIEDERSEHEN, ADIEU 

 

As you will see from other pages of this magazine, this issue is 
my last as Editor.   It has been a privilege to be involved in the 
production of ‘The Messenger’ for the last 18 years but it is 
time to pass the baton to someone with fresh ideas and a new        

direction.  So, for the last time may I wish you all a very 
happy Christmas ( Never forget its true meaning 
and always keep the Christ in Christmas ) and a 
blessed, prosperous New Year. 

Frank Phillips 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

SOME KICK…..!? 

 

I spotted the following news item recently. A football, marked 
‘STALHAM BAPTIST’, was found on the beach of a small    
island called Baltrum, off the coast of Germany, by a German 
visitor from Freiburg. He got in touch with the Manager of  
Stalham Baptist Football Club, who said it was a mystery how 
the ball had got there.  

Stalham (Eastern Baptist Association) is c. 13 miles (21 Km) 
NE of Norwich and 3½ miles (5½ Km) inland from the Norfolk 
coast. My only ‘connection’ with football is that a family friend 
was Chairman of Torquay United (‘The Gulls’) Supporters’ 
Club back in the 1970s; but even I realise that no player could 
have booted that sphere from the Ground into the North Sea. It 
was good to read about Baptists, and cordial Anglo-German          
relations; ‘“Hans” Across the Sea’? 

Dajost’ 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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During December please pray for : 

 

The Sunday services, that as a church we would respond to the 
movement of God’s Spirit. 

Brian and Anne Bishop 

Brenda Cripps and family on the death of Brenda’s Sister, Joyce 

(particularly 4th December, the date of Joyce’s funeral) 

Bernice Phillips, on her birthday—Christmas Day 

Christmas services listed and invites sent out that they will 

 impact the lives of those who receive them 

All age service on the 23
rd

 and the Carol Service  

Events in church leading up to Christmas tea and tree, 

Under ones and toddlers  

Those who are alone at Christmas  

The homeless in Harrow and the work of Firm Foundation in 

providing night shelters 

Fellowship groups and midweek events  

The children, Young people and families as they travel over the 

Christmas period. 

That Jesus would be made know and people receive him. 

Peace in Harrow from knife crime and gangs  

The Government to have wisdom over Brexit. 

The organisations who use our premises during the week 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

BMS Birthday Scheme  

 

Bernice Phillips               25th 
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                           ‘THE MESSENGER’;  INTO 2019. 

 

This Issue is the last to be edited by Frank Phillips. Frank joined the   
Editorial Team for the June/July 2000 Issue, but has been working ‘solo’ 
for some time. We are very grateful to Frank for his diligence, and send 
God’s blessings as he continues to serve the Lord in other ways. 

Soon after our church was founded in 1926, a Newsletter was published, 
called ‘The Courier’. It continued during the war, as a single duplicated 
sheet. The name was changed to ‘The Messenger’ in the early 1950s. 
Owing mainly to rising costs, production ceased in December 1965. In 
February 1971, a reconditioned ‘Roneo 750’ stencil duplicator was 
bought with a legacy, enabling the much-missed magazine to be        
produced entirely ‘in-house’, initially ‘quarto’ (10”x8”). Clattering          
mechanical typewriters were superseded by word processors and a  
photo-duplicator around April 2000. The format had been changed to 
‘A4’, and eventually ‘A5’ was adopted. The magazine is much              
appreciated, and travels far and wide.  

Brent and Gary are happy to do printing, collating, folding and stapling; 
we appreciate their support. I should be pleased to help with typing. A 
little team would be great! There’s no ‘U’ in ‘The Messenger’, but it needs 
YOU!  Would YOU like to join a ‘great little team’? Could YOU write 
about an event or a visit, or gather news of the Fellowship, Junior 
Church and/or other groups? Have YOU a ‘thought for prayer’, a thought
-provoking Bible passage, or a brief amusing item, poem etc. which we 
might include?  Please pray about this. 

Following the March 1971 relaunch, I drew all of my occasional cover 
designs (including some ‘seasonal’ ones) on the stencils using stylus 
pens and other specialist implements. The December 1971 Issue      
contains an ‘anon.’ item regarding the Candlelight Carol Service (23rd 
December at 6pm in 2018). This part remains relevant:- 

  ‘Always a well-attended Service, we must not be too easily satisfied! 
There are a great many who have never been, and with a little            
persuasion would come. Start now and bring a party of friends with you!’ 

In December 1978 we read that David Fleming had just been received 
into membership. David is currently Minister of Limbury Baptist, Beds. 
(Central Baptist Association). We send greetings to him, Liz and the  
family. 

 

                                                              DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist) 
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Services in December 
 

2nd  10.45am   1st Sunday in Advent: God with us   
                          Is promised -prophet foretold  

Matthew 3:1-12 
Bible pages 967  

 
           5.00pm    Tea and tree service    

 
9th  10.45am  2nd Sunday in Advent: God with us  

To Mary 
Matthew 1:18-25  
Bible page 965-966 

  
16th  10.45am   3rd Sunday in Advent:  God with us  

Through God’s word 
Matthew 2:13-23 
Bible page 966-967  
Communion   

 
23

rd
  10.45am  4

th
 Sunday in Advent: God with us  

Family service    
 

5.30pm   Carols by candle light service 

24th  11.30-12.15pm Christmas eve service  
 
 
25th  10.00-10.45am  Family service: God with us  

Joy for generations   
Matthew 1:17-18  
(Bible page 9654)  

30th  10.45am   God with us  
Deepens our faith  
Matthew 3:123-17  
Bible page 967  

 
31st 11.00-12.00 New Year’s Eve service                                           
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 

 

 
Saturday 01    9 00 am Church Prayer meeting 

Sunday 02   10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian  

     Bishop 

      5 00 pm Advent Tea & Tree Service 

Monday 03   10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 

Tuesday      04         8 00 pm   Man 2 Man at the Manse 

Wednesday 05    8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday 

Friday 07    7 30 pm Deacons’ Meeting 

Saturday 08    2 00 pm Messy Church 

Sunday 09   10 45 am Morning worship led by Rev Brian       

     Bishop 

    No Evening Service  

Wednesday 12   10 00 am  Fellowship Group   

        2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing 

Thursday 13   12 30 pm Women’s Circle Christmas lunch) 

       8 00 pm Fellowship Group 

Sunday 16   10 45 am Morning Worship & Communion led by  

     Rev Brian Bishop 

      No Evening Service 

Monday  17   10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 

Wednesday19    8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday 

Sunday 23   10 45 am Family Service led by Rev Brian Bishop 

      5 30 pm Carols in the Church Drive 

      6 00 pm Carols by Candlelight Service 

Monday  24  11 30 pm Christmas Eve Service  

Tuesday  25  10 00 am Christmas morning family service 

Sunday 30  10 45 am Morning worship led by Rev B Bishop 

Monday 31  1100 pm New Year’s Eve Service 

      

  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 



9 



10 

 

A Wordsearch Puzzle for the children 
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For the adults (or older children) who like a 

more challenging puzzle 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

December     Firm Foundation 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 


