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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   
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Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be de-
voted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves. 
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the 
Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share 
with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practise hospitality.   Romans 
12:9-13 
 
This month love is in the air with Valentine’s Day on the 14th.  A time 
to show our appreciation to the one we love.  The word ‘love’ in New 
Testament Greek has four meanings that C.S. Lewis, the Christian 
writer, and theologian, describes in his book ‘The Four Loves’ that 
emphasise God’s love for us and each other. 
 
As Christians who follow Jesus, His command “‘to love one another” 
to show servanthood in expressing our love that demonstrates our 
unity, oneness, and care for each other, this is ‘agape’ love.  This 
meaning is important for us as it means love in the Church based on 
faith in our relationship with Jesus. 
 
This love is reflected in the relationship of the Godhead through the 
Father and Son in the Father’s love for His son, Jesus, and the love of 
Jesus, His Son, for the Father that sent Him to the cross.  This is love 
shown that defines its true nature through sacrifice and the giving of 
ourselves for others.   
 
This reminds us of God’s character, that ‘God is love’; and therefore, 
his nature.  As each of us takes on the nature of Christ let us show 
love to each other as brothers and sisters in Jesus, whether through 
actions or word.  Let each of us be active in encouraging love in the 
church as disciples as continue to look at the theme of foundation of 
faith in our morning services as we look at Paul’s letter to the church 
at Rome in wanting to show his Jesus love for the world. 
 
Rev Brian Bishop 
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 

 

This year the Women’s World Day of Prayer is on 

Friday 2 March at 2 00 pm 

At 

St Paul’s Church, Corbins Lane 

The service has been prepared by the Women of Suriname and 

its theme is ‘All God’s Creation is Very Good’ 

Everyone  - men, women and children are invited to come and 

join the service. 

There will be refreshments afterwards. 

  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Fellowship Groups 
There are three fellowship groups within the church.  The Mon-
day Group led by Neva Gordon meets at her home on 1st and 
3rd Monday of the month at 10 00 am.   

The Wednesday Group is led by Frank & Bernice Phillips and 
meets in the Shaftesbury Room at 10 00 am on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of each month. 

The Thursday group is led by David Steward at 8 00 pm in the 
Shaftesbury Room on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each 
month. 

These groups are open to anyone who would like to come 
along.  It is a time of worship, bible study and the opportunity to 
meet with Christian friends and to get to know one another bet-
ter.  Everyone is encouraged to participate in the way most 
comfortable to them.  There is no pressure! 

If you would like to join a group—or just to go along to see what 
it is like, speak to one of the group leaders. 

There will always be a warm welcome for you. 
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  JOHN SMALL;  RECORDS AND CAMERAS 

 

We were very sorry to hear of the death of John Small. John and 
his wife Brenda started coming to ‘SHBC’ more than 40 years 
ago. They participated in Shows put on by ‘Tuesday Meeting 
Point’ in the 1970s and 1980s; in Christian ‘Musicals’ which we 
presented, eg. Roger Jones’ ‘Saints Alive!’ and (in 2010) ‘A Grain 
of Mustard Seed’; and more recently, in ‘Worship on Wednes-
day’ (‘WOW’). John helped with practical matters around the 
premises, particularly painting. He used to set up the Christmas 
tree in the church. When the quality declined in inverse proportion 
to the cost, he obtained the present artificial one, which has 
proved to be excellent value for money. John made attractive 
greetings cards, which were sold at Coffee Mornings and Fêtes.  

Although he did not play an instrument, John appreciated good 
music, and was a regular contributor to ‘TMP’ with his ‘Record 
Evenings’, which evolved from LPs to audiocassettes and CDs. 
He usually had a ‘theme’, and found some unusual tracks, serious 
and light-hearted, secular and ‘religious’, from classical to jazz, 
making an enjoyable and informative evening. He also spoke en-
gagingly about his collection of cameras, showing their develop-
ment from relatively complicated chrome-plated metal machines, 
to low-cost lightweight ‘point-and-shoot’ plastic ones for the mass 
market. His prints (monochrome and colour, from film and digital 
formats) featured in church publicity, and he prepared photo-
graphic displays relating to church activities. In the 1990s he 
made one or two short videos about church life. 

John belonged to the Thursday Fellowship Group. He was a Dea-
con for many years; the term derives from the Greek for ‘Servant’. 
John truly served the Lord with faithfulness and gladness, in many 
different ways. We send heartfelt condolences to Brenda and the 
family. 

                                            DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist)  

   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   
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JOHN SMALL 

 

I first met John when Bernice and I, together with our family, 

moved to Harrow from Bristol in 1982.  We were looking for a 

spiritual home and started worshipping at SHBC.  John and 

Brenda were among the first people at the church to speak to 

us.  John had a special gift in this direction.  Whenever he  

noticed a new face in the congregation he made a point of 

speaking to them, introducing himself and others so that they 

felt welcome and at ease.  In later years when John served as a 

Deacon he was relieved of some of his duties solely that he 

could exercise this God given ministry of befriending visitors 

who had come to worship with us for the first time.  

 

 In that first conversation John said that he worked for Kodak 

and I learned that we were both keen amateur photographers.  

Down through the years we spent many hours discussing photo 

techniques, cameras bodies and lenses etc.  Whilst I was mostly 

interested in the actual photo taking, John’s interest extended 

further.  He was extremely knowledgeable about the whole  

history of the photographic process and the cameras  

themselves.  He had a large collection of cameras ranging from  

very early rare models, through the box Brownie stage and on to 

more modern single lens reflex/interchangeable lens cameras.  I 

think secretly John preferred the days of roll film equipment  

before everyone went digital.  His vast collection was on display 

in a cabinet reserved especially for that purpose and he seemed 

rarely happier than when he was selecting an early model from 

his collection and providing an interesting and  

detailed history of how it came about.   

 

Much of the ‘camera talk’ took place when we were waiting in 

the hall for our wives to finish their long discussions with other 

ladies of the congregation after morning services.   
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We would get excited when one or the other of our wives broke 

away from the group and it looked as if we were finally going 

home only for them, on their way across the hall, to meet up 

with someone else and start our waiting all over again.  We 

‘played’ at being impatient but were really content to sit until 

they were ready to leave although we were usually one of the 

last to leave   I shall really miss our after service ‘banter’. 

John was an enthusiastic member of Man2Man, a group of 

men from the church and other guests who organise and  

attend social events such as visits to various exhibitions and  

museums, river trips and sharing meals at local restaurants.   

John attended almost every meeting before his health  

prevented him, and these trips were often recorded on ‘film’ 

and displayed in the vestibule along with other recent events  

showing the various events in which those who attend the 

church are involved. 

 

John and Brenda shared our love of cruising holidays and we 

often exchanged our experiences and they occasionally  

recommended future cruises for our  consideration. 

 

I could say that I have lost a very good friend, but if something 

is lost it means you don’t know where it is………….but we 

know exactly where John is.  He’s in the everlasting arms.  

 

I had the privilege of reading scripture at his thanksgiving  

service and part of that reading was: 

‘I go to prepare a place for you so that where I am 

you may be also’ 

Frank Phillips 



8 

 

Please can I ask you not to put any used teabags on the 
church shrubberies as teabags contain plastic, and take many, 
many years to rot down, even when they are ripped open first. 
All the time the teabags are in the soil the plastic particles can 
do harm to plants and wildlife. You can of course put loose 
tealeaves straight into the garden as these can be beneficial to 
plants & insects.  

Gary. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

The Scouts will be having another auction on Feb 17
th
, so 

please look to see if you have any unwanted items in good 
condition that can be sold at the auction to raise funds for 
the church.   If you want to know any more details please 

speak to Gussie 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Why is it that when you tell someone that there are 400  
billion stars they will believe you, but when you tell them 
there is wet paint they have to touch it? 
 
While we were working at a men’s clothing store, a customer 
asked my colleague to help her pick out a tie that would 
make her husband’s blue eyes stand out.  ‘Ma’am, he  
explained, ‘any tie will make blue eyes stand out if you tie it 
tight enough. 
 
A little boy had been very naughty and as a punishment his 
Mother told him he would go without his favourite vegetable.  
He sat down for a meal, his Mother served carrots and corn.   
’It’s no use waiting’, said his Mother.  ’I told you , there’s no 
peas for the wicked’.  
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Services in February 

 

4th February             10.45am            Foundation of faith- 
In the law 
Romans 2:17-29 (Bible page 1129-1130) 

     
   6.00 pm            Evening Service & Communion  
    
11th February  10.45am  Foundation of faith – 

In God’s faithfulness  
Romans 3:1-8 (Bible page 1130-) 

 
                   No Evening service 
 
 
 
18th February  10.45am  Foundation of faith –  

Righteousness for all – Romans 3:9-20 
(Bible page 1130) 

                  Communion 
  
   6.00pm  Evening service 
 
 
 
25th February             10.45am  Foundation of faith –  

Righteousness through faith  
Romans 3:21-31 (Bible page 1131) 

BMS Service 

     

                                                               No  Evening service 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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                                           FEBRUARY 2018 

This month please pray for  

Thursday         1   Kumon as they meet today 
Friday              2   The family of John Small 
Saturday          3   Sophia Phills  
Sunday            4   Esther & Bobbie Horner 
Monday            5   The Monday Fellowship Group 
Tuesday           6   Brent Perkins 
Wednesday      7   Ruth Newton  
Thursday          8   Lilian & Brian Tysoe 
Friday               9   The Deacons as they meet tonight 
Saturday          10   Dot Baines 
Sunday            11   Marilyn Bradley  
Monday           12   Linda Lee 
Tuesday          13   Hilda Fletcher 
Wednesday     14   Our loved ones on this special day.  
Thursday         15   The Women’s Circle 
Friday              16   Alison Cripps & John Manoharan on their birth        
                               days 
Saturday         17    People who come to the auction 
Sunday           18    Noeline Abeysekera & family 
Monday          19    Lucy Phillips on her birthday today 
Tuesday          20   The guilty not the innocent to be punished 
Wednesday     21   Nirmala Kugananthan on her birthday today  
Thursday         22   The Thursday Fellowship Group  
Friday              23    Fay Osbourne & the coffee mornings 
Saturday          24   Jean Brett 
Sunday            25    Todays services 
Monday           26     Hearty, Jack & Foxe Campbell 
Tuesday          27     Under 1’s & Mums & Toddlers groups 
Wednesday     28    The Wednesday Fellowship Group 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 

 
Thursday 01    2 30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room 

Friday  02    1 15 pm Funeral Service for John Small at Breakspear 

       2 30 pm  Service of Thanksgiving in the Church 

Sunday 04   10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev B Bishop  

      6 00 pm Evening Worship & Communion 

Monday  05   10 00 am Fellowship Group  at Neva’s home 

Wednesday 07   8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday 

Thursday 08     8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Friday  09     8 00 pm Deacons’ Meeting 

Saturday  10     2 00 pm MESSY CHURCH 

Sunday 11   10 45 am Morning Worship  led by Rev B Bishop 

        NO EVENING WORSHIP 

Wednesday 14   10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

        2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing 

Thursday 15     2 30 pm  Women’s Circle 

Saturday 17   10 00 am Scout Auction 

Sunday 18   10 45 am Morning Worship & Communion led by Rev  

     Brian Bishop 

       6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Rev B Bishop 

Monday 19   10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 

Thursday 22     8 00 pm  Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Sunday  25   10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

    NO EVENING WORSHIP 

Wednesday 28  10 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

   

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

BMS Birthday Scheme 

FEBRUARY 

Alison Cripps                   16th       Lucy Phillips                  19th 
John Manoharan             16th       Nirmala Kagananthan   21st        

  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

February          Tear Fund 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the March 2018 issue of ‘The Messenger’ should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

February 18th at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 


