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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   
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Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of  
doing, but let us encourage one another and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching.  (Hebrews 10:25) 
 
With the arrival of this month there is no doubt that Spring is with us.  
The season of new life has really begun, there are signs all around us 
of hope with new flowers and plants in the garden and warmer days 
ahead; well hopefully. 
 
The writer to the Hebrews reminds us of the need to meet together 
as the people of God, to share in our faith and hope for the future.  
This is especially so as we meet together to celebrate Easter, we  
journey through the dark events of Maundy Thursday and Good  
Friday to the glorious light of the Resurrection.  While this can be a 
personal reminder for each of us, of our hope in Jesus, it is more a 
community event for all who know Jesus as friend and Saviour who 
share in the community of God and in our common faith from which 
we draw strength. 
 
The Easter message continues to be proclaimed by the church as  
central to our life of faith, of doctrine and proclamation, of hope to 
come.  The empty tomb, the risen Jesus is a message for everyone to 
hear and to receive by those in society and the streets around us.  It 
is the message of hope and transformation that can take place only 
through the church and only when the church is one in faith and  
unity. 
 
As we journey through Easter may each of us know the blessing and 
presence of the risen Christ. 
 

 

Revd Brian Bishop 
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

Caretaking hours           (Revised from the last ‘Messenger’) 

As you all probably know the church employs 2 caretakers, Gary Roberts and 
Brent Perkins, Brent works at week-ends and Gary Monday to Friday. The week 
end hours can be rather variable, depending on whether the Halls are in use for 
one off lettings, but we have now been able to agree with Gary the times when he 
will be working each day, (he may of course be around at other times as all church 
members are); to make life simpler for everyone the times Gary is working are 
listed below.  

MONDAY               7-9AM   

                                  2-3:30PM  

                                 7-8PM               

                                 9-10:30PM    

TUESDAY               7-9AM   

                                2:00-4:30PM  

                                 9-10PM   

WEDNESDAY        7-9AM  

                                 2-5:00PM 

                                 9-10PM   

THURSDAY            7-9AM  

                                 2-4PM  

                                 6:30-7:30 PM 

                                9-10PM   

FRIDAY                  7-9AM  

                                12-3PM   

                               9:45-10:45PM 

TOTAL  (29.5 HRS)   This leaves 30 mins of flexible time each week for Gary 
to use if any sudden needs arise. 

                                                                           Paul Luckham 
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                       ORGAN NOTES;  POWER CUT ! 

 

Early pipe organs were blown by hand- or foot-operated bellows.  Some 
small ‘heritage‘ organs are hand-blown.  Victorian steam power made it  
possible to build huge organs, like that in the Royal Albert Hall.  Today, this 
has four electric fans totalling 60 horsepower.  Modern blowers are compact, 
virtually silent and incredibly reliable - as long as the power is on! 

 
I had only been Organist of SHBC for about a year when I was booked for a 
Wedding.  The couple had requested the famous, brilliant ‘Toccata’ by the 
French Organist, Charles Widor, as the concluding Processional.  I had 
struggled through all 18 pages of it on the School Organ a few years before. 
The pedal part is relatively easy, so before the Wedding I spent much time 
practising on the piano at home, before moving to the colder church.  Just as 
well…..  

 
On the day, I was playing softly as people arrived.  Suddenly, the Chancel 
lights went out and the organ ‘died‘.  We quickly discovered that it was an 
external fault (local shops were affected).  The minister, Revd. Peter Lorkin, 
was happy for me to transfer to the piano.  I had just finished my ‘better-than
-nothing’ version of the Toccata when the power returned.   I invited the  
couple back to the church a few weeks later, to hear the piece on the organ, 
including the spectacular ‘Full Organ’ finale which most couples never hear, 
because by then they are on the way to the reception.  They were most  
appreciative. 

 
There was a power failure during the Funeral Service for our much-loved 
Member, Susan Lawrence.  Once again, I was thankful for our   ‘Chappell’ 
piano.  It occurred to me that many missionaries live and work in places 
where there is no, or limited, mains electricity.  Some are installing supplies 
to isolated communities. We pray for them, and remember Susan’s faithful, 
diligent, practical and prayerful support for the Baptist Missionary Society 
(now BMS World Mission). 

 
Of course, pianos and pipe organs are out of the question in these remote 
regions, but, thanks to amazing advances in electronics,  digital keyboards 
are now so lightweight, rugged and efficient that they can be used, along 
with IT equipment, on portable batteries, solar panels or even ingenious 
clockwork (wind-up) mini-generators. 
 

                                                       DAVID J. STEWARD  (Organist) 
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A Tribute to Susan Lawrence  

 
 

As an 18 year old, I first met I’ster (family name—short for Ivy 

sister) in 1950 in Karachi.   She was a nurse in the Railway 

Hospital and, as such, together with her family, was entitled 

to a house in the grounds of the cantonment. 

I was welcomed into the house by her Mother and her  

Brother Ivan and sister Bessie, through our membership of 

the Methodist Church.   The family made me very welcome 

and I spent many happy hours with them before I returned to 

the UK in 1953.   Whilst there, I met another sister, Marjorie 

and her husband Derrick on a visit from Calcutta and was  

invited to spend my next leave with them.   Finally, the  

youngest sister, Jean arrived from college in Dehli to stay and 

the family was complete. 

I’ster was the ‘big sister’ whom all, including me, looked up to 

with affection 

God Bless you, I’ster   

 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Thanks to Mrs Auguste Steeman for the donation of stamps 
and phonecards she recently sent to the Stamp Bureau on 

behalf of South Harrow Baptist Church.  It is particularly  
appreciated when stamps are received already trimmed and 
sorted.  This saves a lot of work.  During the financial year to 

the end of October 2015, £17,000 was raised through the 
sale of stamps, postcards, coins and other collectables and 

passed to the BMS to support the work of world mission. 
 

Richard Pearson, BMS Stamp Bureau. 
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A Tribute to Peggy Lorkin 

Peggy Lorkin, wife of Peter, a former Minister of our church, went to 

be with her Lord on 31st January 2016, just 3 days before her 98th 

birthday. 

 

Peter and Peggy came to South Harrow in 1967.  Peggy soon  

became very involved in church life and like Peter was a great  

encourager and very enthusiastic for people, wanting them to be the 

best they could be for the Kingdom of God.,  She started the Young 

Wives Group which in those days had over 20 members.  Some of 

us are still around but are now known as the Women’s Circle.   She 

engaged in many church activities and was held in great affection by 

all.  We were all the richer for knowing her. 

 

Peter and Peggy moved on to Preston Road Baptist Church,  

Paignton in 1974 and were there until 1981.  They enjoyed their re-

tirement in Paignton. 

 

Peter went to be with the Lord in 2008.   It was always a pleasure to 

visit them both, and then Peggy when she was on her own.   They 

were always eager for news of South Harrow. 

 

We send our love and sympathy to Janet and Christine and all the 

family.  They will be in our thoughts and prayers. 

Brenda Cripps. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

THANK YOU 

 

Thank you all for your ‘phone calls and prayers during our illness. 

 

Desma and Egbert 
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A Day in the Life of Maria Graham 

 

My day usually starts with the five o’clock programme on  

Premier Radio, followed by the five thirty one, a stretch and a 

huge yawn. The day was ready for me!  Whether I was ready for it 

is the million dollar question. After praying, thanking God for a new 

day and committing the day to Him, I am officially on the job. 

I currently teach in a Catholic high school in Harlesden. This 

school perfectly reflects the multiculturalism of London making 

each day’s experiences rich and fulfilling. Some days you can go 

from hero to zero in a matter of minutes. Most days are hectic 

sprinkled with a dash of trauma and drama in places. However 

there are days when I think it is so rewarding to have this great 

honour to mould the next generation to become productive  

citizens, not just of Britain, but of the world. 

Domestic duties out of the way I am ready to hit the road. I am out 

of the door round about 7:35, bracing myself for the wrestle with 

the fierce traffic which sometimes is a constant fixture of my  

daily commute. After much weaving, ducking and diving,  

honking horns from impatient motorists, negotiating the final right 

turn I breathe a sigh of relief.  First battle under my belt! 

I am usually there early pretty much every day. Sometimes I am 

surprised to see how many cars are in the car park. Some of the 

cars look as if they were there all night. Anyway my aim is to get to 

a photo copier before the queues begin to form. Registration next 

(8:40) and then the main business begins. 

We have hour long teaching sessions, five in a day. I like the 
length because students can start and finish assignments in one 
sitting, but it is a challenge to keep every student engaged all pe-
riod long.  
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My first classes are usually a mixture of sleepyheads and hyper 

kids. I work hard to figure out ways to appeal to everyone’s learning 

style, but it is not always easy. Sometimes my patience is stretched 

to capacity and I ask myself some interesting questions. There are 

also times when my precious ‘free’ lesson is used up to cover a  

lesson for an absent colleague. That is super annoying! But it is all 

in the game. 

Being English and SEN teacher, I am faced with the challenge of 

teaching pupils who are new arrivals in the country with little or no 

English. I also teach pupils who have various difficulties with their 

learning. I enjoy this very much because it makes me think of how 

much I have to thank God for. This aspect of my job is very  

humbling and rewarding. 

I also try to foster a good teacher pupil relationship with all of my 

pupils.  On the whole the atmosphere is quite friendly and pupils and 

staff have a good rapport. They also get on well with their peers,  

although there are times when testosterone gets the better of them. 

This is when I have to decide which of my various hats I have to put 

on. I am sometimes, the private investigator, the nurse, the  

counsellor, the police officer and the parent. 

The school day officially finishes at 3:05 but not the job. Most of us 

are there way past this time to offer help and support. As a matter of 

fact, some literally have to be thrown out at 6:00 o’clock by the  

caretakers. Preparation and planning is a must if you want the best 

for your pupils.  

Even though I go home tired most evenings, it is worth it because I 

love working with kids. They teach me so much, they make me 

laugh and they force me to see the world through their eyes. There 

is nothing better than seeing these young men transform from shy, 

frightened year sevens into bearded six footers right before your 

very eyes. I love it ! 



10 

Messy events are open to anyone who wants to join in and can be a great op-

portunity to invite friends to find out about the Christian faith in a fun, informal 

way.  So put it in your diary and think about who you could bring along! 

Meanwhile, please also pray: 

1. That people will come and experience Easter in a meaningful way 

2. For enough helpers to make it a safe, happy event 

3. That we will know God's presence with us  
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This month please pray for all our church family and 

wider family who are ill, housebound or experiencing the pain of  

personal loss. 
 

Remember all those who use our premises during the week.   
 

Pray for our Junior Church and their leaders and everyone  

involved in the coming Messy Church.  Pray that God will bless 

us with children and families. 
 

Pray for Brian and the Deacons, that they will have wisdom and 

understanding as they lead our church.  
 

Pray that as a congregation we continue to support Brian and 

Anne asking God for His strength and encouragement in all they 

do in the Lord’s name 
 

Pray for all those caught up in the conflict in our world and for 

the Humanitarian Organisations to have space to assess the 

needs of those living in poverty and insecurity. 
 

Pray for those in positions of power who have the means to 

make a difference, and that God will grant wisdom to the United 

Nations and Governments whose intervention might bring about 

peace in His world 
 

Pray for Thoko Mlilo, Liz Hockney Ivy Bines, Anne Bishop,  

Braxton Benjamin and Gussie Steeman who have birthdays this 

month.  
 

Pray for the Minister, Steve Bond, and the congregation of   

Forest Gate Baptist Church, Blackpool 
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Sunday Services for March 

 

6th  10.45am     Mothering Sunday -Titus 2:9-15  

‘Changed lives’ 

           No evening service  

 

13th 10.45am Titus 3:1-11 What it means to be good 

 3.00pm Memorial service of Dorothy Swan 

   No evening service 

 

20th 10.45am Titus 3:12-15 words to encourage  

  6.30pm North West District service at South Harrow  

The theme is ‘Reaching our community’ with the Rev 
Dennis Pethers.  Take this opportunity to meet up 
with our Baptist brothers and  
sisters. 
 

27th 10.45am Easter Sunday-all age service  

   6.00pm Easter Celebration and Communion  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME    

MARCH 

 

Thoko Mlilo                         2nd        Anne Bishop                    24th 

Liz Hockney                        2nd       Braxton Benjamin             26th 

Ivy Bines                            18th       Gussie Steeman               29th  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MARCH 
 

Wednesday   02   8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday 

Thursday  03 2 30 pm Women’s Circle 

    8 00 pm Fellowship Group 

Friday   04 2 00 pm Women’s World Day of Prayer at Christ-

church 

    8 00 pm Fellowship Group at Neva’s Home 

Saturday   05        6 00 pm Youth Fellowship 

Sunday  06       10 45 am Family Worship for Mothering Sunday led by 

      Rev  Brian Bishop 

     NO EVENING SERVICE 

Monday  07 8 00 pm WAGS 

Wednesday  09 10 00 am Fellowship Group 

    2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing  

    8 00 pm Prayer Group 

Friday   11 8 00 pm Deacons’ Meeting 

Saturday  12 10 00 am Deacons’ Away Day 

     6 00 pm Youth Fellowship 

Sunday  13       10 45 am Morning Worship & Communion  

      led by Rev Brian Bishop 

    3 00 pm Memorial Service for Dorothy Swan 

     NO EVENING SERVICE 

Wednesday  16        8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday 

Thursday   17 2 30 pm Women’s Circle 

    8 00 pm  Fellowship Group 

Friday    18 8 00 pm Fellowship Group at Neva’s Home 

Saturday  19 2 00 pm Messy Easter 

    6 00 pm  Youth Fellowship 

Sunday   20        10 45 am Morning Family Worship and Communion 

      led by Rev Brian Bishop 

                6 30 pm North West District Service  at SHBC 

      led by Rev Dennis Pethers 

Wednesday   23 10 00 am Fellowship Group 

Thursday  24  8 00 pm Maundy Thursday Rustic  Communion 

Friday   25 10 30 am Good Friday Service led by Rev Brian Bishop 

    11 30 am United Service in the Church Drive 

    12 00 pm Refreshments in the Hall 

Sunday  27 10 45 am Easter Family Service led by Rev Brian 

Bishop 

     6 00 pm Evening Worship & Communion  

      led by Rev Brian Bishop 

 

ADVANCED NOTICE   3 April  12.30pm         Annual General Church Meeting  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Saturday                         6.00pm      Youth Fellowship 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

                        March                   Home Mission                 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the April 2016 issue of ‘The Messenger should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                                 frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

 

March 13th at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 
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