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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   
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With the coming of this month we enter a new phase of the year.  
Spring arrives, bringing with it new growth and life in our gardens.    
Looking forward to the future is important to all of us, so here is  
hoping for warmer and dryer days than this past month (we can only 
hope so).   
 
While this is true regarding our personal lives, we seek the same for 
the Church as we move forward together looking for brighter days 
ahead.    This past month we have mourned the death of a beloved 
church member, yet we look forward to new members joining us to 
serve Jesus and His Church and encourage growth.   Over the last 
few weeks the words of Jesus have come to me as a promise that the 
future is full of hope and a reminder that it is His Church we are  
building. 
 
Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 

 
And I 

tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be [bound in 
heaven, and whatever you lose on earth will be [loosed in  
Heaven.’  Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was 
the Messiah. Matthew 16:18-20 
 

Building for the future is important for each of us in our live and as a 
Church, to see what we could be and to reflect the life and character 
of Jesus to the world around us.   Nowhere is this clearer then when 
we celebrate Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, before moving from 
darkness of the present to the light of the future Resurrection with the 
risen Christ and the saints of God.  This is our foundation of faith that 
fuels our spiritual life in Jesus, our hope now and to come. 

 

Rev Brian Bishop  
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 

 

This year the Women’s World Day of Prayer is on 

Friday 2 March at 2 00 pm 

At 

St Paul’s Church, Corbins Lane 

The service has been prepared by the Women of Suriname 

and its theme is ‘All God’s Creation is Very Good’ 

Everyone  - men, women and children are invited to come 

and join the service. 

There will be refreshments afterwards. 

 

  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

BMS Birthday Scheme 

MARCH 

Liz Hockney              2nd         Braxton Benjamin          26th                  
Ivy Bines                  18th         Gussie Steeman            29th 
Anne Bishop            24th  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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 One evening at Tuesday Meeting Point we were puzzled by bits 
of black rubber all over the Bunyan room and corridor floors. It 
turned out they were from the soles of John Smalls shoes, which 
were disintegrating. Needless to say, John was ribbed terribly that 
evening., but he took it all in good humour.  Even more so, when I 
wrote a poem about it that night, which was read out the following 
week by Sue Millar when she took the meeting.   

This is the poem I wrote that night. 

 

His name is John Small, he is a church Deacon. 
Whose love of the Lord shines like a beacon. 
But like most of us John has a dark side, 
A part of his life he tries hard to hide, 
What’s John’s dark secret? I know you are thinking, 
Does he have a problem with alcohol drinking? 
What is he hiding? I’ll give you some clues, 
His shameful secret is the look of his shoes. 
The tops of his shoes are in a very good state, 
It’s the state of his soles that seals John Small’s fate. 
The shoes the right size and perfectly fits. 
But the heel & the soles are falling to bits. 
Wherever John walks he leaves bits of shoe  
All this extra work that I have to do. 
Bits of rubber soles they cover, the floor 
Wherever I look I keep finding more. 
The Bunyan rooms covered, the corridor too 
Wherever I look I find bits of shoe. 
I phoned up Sue Millar to make a complaint 
She said ‘Calm down tubby & show some restraint,. 
I know it’s a nuisance but please don’t despair. 
We’ll all have a whip round to buy John a new pair. 

 

Gary Roberts 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   
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  THE BAPTISTRY; SAFER NOW! 

 

In Baptist churches, the ‘Baptistry’ (or ‘Baptistery’) is a large container 
to permit total immersion in water. Often, it is covered by 
heavy  removable floor panels. Our church deeds require that the tiled 
baptistry (which holds c. 850 galls./3,860 ltrs., heated by 2x 3 Kw  
immersion heaters) be ‘open’, ie. visible. Thus, its purpose and  
operation can readily be explained to visitors and potential candidates. 
As built in 1935, there was only a fixed metal balustrade across the 
front (now removable), with nothing to prevent anyone from falling 
down the steps into the empty baptistry. We had to address this,  
particularly for children’s safety. 
In the 1980s, the Minister, Revd. Dennis Floodgate, with help,  
constructed a substantial wooden platform, enabling the area over the 
baptistry to accommodate singers and/or instrumentalists. It is easily 
assembled/dismantled, and kept in the cupboard which formerly 
housed the site gas meter. It is only in position when needed; leaving 
it ‘down’ permanently is not an option.  
Around 2005, the 2 (removable) chancel handrails were craftsman-
made in metal, to match the balustrade. (Some of the total cost, of . 
£1,600, was kindly met by Harrow HeritageTrust.) We envisaged  
extending the balustrade in the same style, to encompass the steps. 
Tony Laycock designed and fabricated 4 ‘extension’ sections, plus 3 
‘infill’ sections for the front, in softwood obtained from a ‘DIY’ super-
store. We made the varnished top rail from oak which I had salvaged 
from a redundant vestry table many years ago. A local paint shop 
mixed blue gloss to virtually the same shade as that which I had used 
previously. We fitted the new sections just before Advent Sunday. It 
was gratifying to hear people say; ‘They look as though they’ve  
always been there!’. We are grateful to Tony, and to Paul Luckham, 
who transported materials. When the baptistry is to be used, it is 
 merely a case of undoing 12 nuts/bolts and taking away the  
extensions. (Incidentally, we can rig a video camera so that the whole 
congregation can observe the baptism on the ‘big screen’.) If you 
would like to learn more about baptism, or wish to be baptised, please 
speak to the Minister. 
 
                                                         DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist) 
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Services in March 

 

4
th
  10.45am  Foundation of faith 

Justification by faith 
Romans 4:1-15 Bible page 1131 

 
 6.00pm  Psalm 51  

Communion 
 
11

th
  10.45am  Foundation of faith 

Justification through a promise  
Romans 4:15-25 Bible page 1131-1132 

 
 
18

th
 10.45am Foundation of faith 

Peace and joy  
Romans 5:1-11 Bible page 1132 
Communion 

 
 6.00pm  Celebration of discipline – meditation  

 
25

th
  10.45am  Palm Sunday    

Foundation of faith 
The second Adam  
Romans 5:12-21 Bible page 1132 

 
29

th
   7.00pm  Maundy Thursday meal and communion  

                                                  service  
 

30
th
  10.30am  Good Friday Service  



8 

 



9 

How God Works 
 

A grandmother was taking her young grandson for a walk in 

the park. The daffodils were in bloom, and it was a beautiful 

spring day. Wanting to encourage her grandson's spiritual un-

derstanding of the world, she said: "Doesn't it look like an 

artist painted this scenery? Did you know God did all this?" 

 

Her grandson replied: "Oh yes, and God did it left handed, 

too." In astonishment, the grandmother asked what he meant. 

"Well, he must have done," said her grandson, "because we 

learned at Sunday School last week that Jesus sits on God's 

right hand." 

 

JOLLY JAPES 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

People go on holiday to forget things.  Then  
they open their suitcases and find that they did 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Nothing is politically correct which is morally 
wrong 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
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                                           MARCH  2018 

This month please pray for  

Thursday         1   The nation of Wales on St Davids Day today 
Friday               2  Thoko Mlilo on her birthday today  
Saturday           3  Brent Perkins as he starts back to work today  
Sunday             4  The fortnightly evening service 
Monday            5   Rodney Graber 
Tuesday           6   Our local Police force 
Wednesday      7   Brenda Small & her family 
Thursday          8  The community of South Harrow 
Friday               9   Newcomers who come to coffee morning   
Saturday         10  The children who come to Messy Church  
Sunday           11   Mothers the world over on  Mothers day today 
Monday           12   The Commonwealth as we grow closer 
Tuesday          13   Simone Lovelock  
Wednesday     14   The groups who use our premises each week 
Thursday         15    Resa Moussaoui 
Friday              16    Young leaders within the Scouts 
Saturday          17    Karen Luckham on her birthday today 
Sunday            18     Ivy Bines on her birthday today 
Monday            19    Our local Councillors 
Tuesday           20    Susan Connor & family  
Wednesday      21    Betty Murdock 
Thursday          22    Sophia Sumar 
Friday               23   The homeless in Northolt Road 
Saturday           24   Anne Bishop on her birthday today    
Sunday             25   The Church meeting as it takes place 
Monday            26    Braxton Benjamin on his birthday today 
                                 and Frank Phillips. 
Tuesday           27   Those who clean our streets 
Wednesday      28   The Easter services 
Thursday          29    Gussie Steeman on her birthday today 
Friday               30    Good Friday and Churches Together  
Saturday           31    Joyce Cooch 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MARCH 

 
Thursday 01     2 30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room 

Friday  02     2 00 pm Women’s World Day of Prayer at St Paul’s    

     Church, Corbins Lane    

Sunday 04   10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev B Bishop  

       6 00 pm Evening Worship & Communion 

Monday  05   10 00 am Fellowship Group  at Neva’s home 

Tuesday 06     8 00 pm Man2Man at the Manse 

Wednesday 07     8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday 

Thursday 08     8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Friday  09     8 00 pm Deacons’ Meeting 

Saturday  10     9 00 pm Prayer meeting in the Shaftesbury Room 

       2 00 pm MESSY CHURCH 

Sunday 11   10 45 am Morning Worship  led by Rev B Bishop 

        NO EVENING WORSHIP 

Wednesday 14   10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

        2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing 

Thursday 15     2 30 pm  Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury 

Sunday 18   10 45 am Morning Worship & Communion led by Rev  

     Brian Bishop 

       6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Rev B Bishop 

Monday 19   10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 

Wednesday 21     8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday in theHall 

Thursday 22     8 00 pm  Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Sunday  25   10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

     12 45 pm Church Members’ AGM in the Hall 

    NO EVENING WORSHIP 

Wednesday 28  10 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

      1 00 pm Man2Man visit to the Police Museum 

   

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

March         Home Mission 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the April 2018 issue of ‘The Messenger’ should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

March11th at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 


