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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   
 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 
 
THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 

85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  
Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 
E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 

 
The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   
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As we enter May I am mindful that these months represent a 
time of new growth and new life, as Spring begins to take effect 
with warmer, sunnier days.  In the same way, it reminds us of a 
new chapter of life that begins each year.  The seasons are  
periods of time in the physical calendar, but also in our spiritual 
life and walk with God as we chart his work in our lives at  
different times, and in the life of the church.  The Apostle Paul 
used this description in his proclamation to the people at Lystra 
and Derbe of the faithfulness of God and of His salvation.  
 
“Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown 
kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their  
seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your 
hearts with joy”.  (Acts 14:17) 
 
Along with the natural calendar showing life and growth this 
month we celebrate our spiritual life and growth through the 
Church calendar as we come to Pentecost Sunday on the 22

nd
 

and Trinity Sunday on the 29
th  

 These remind us of what God 
has done in the past and what He can do today, for Him nothing 
is impossible as He works among His people, the Church that  
glorifies his name.   This is seen when we humbly submit to Him 
as our Lord and God, glorifying His name and accepting the ba-
ton that has been passed on to us, as the people of God.  In  
particular the mission of the gospel in this area to worship and 
witness to His grace, and to grow and mature through the work 
of His Spirit.   We will be reminding ourselves of this as we look 
at the first few chapters of the book of Acts in our morning 
teaching and looking forward to what He will be doing as we 
move forward in the power of God. 
Rev Brian Bishop  



4 

NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

Prayer, praise and provisions 

For a couple of years now we have been holding prayer  

meetings on Saturday mornings where – following a yummy 

breakfast (usually cooked by Karen and Paul) we pray together 

for a wide range of people and situations.  Not only have we 

seen God answer some prayers very directly and been able to 

praise Him for His goodness to us and those we know, we have 

also enjoyed the fellowship of others over a relaxed light meal.  

So while 8-10 am on a Saturday morning may not be your idea 

of a good time to pray, we would invite you to join us for our 

next Prayer Breakfast on Saturday 18
th

 June (for more  

details, talk to Neva).  After all, if you don’t come along and try, 
you won’t know how encouraging it can be to share together in 
this way! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

We at SHBC  will be celebrating the 90th Anniversary on the week-
end of the 4th and 5th June. Many activities are being arranged. 
There will be a service of thanksgiving on Saturday 4th led by Rev  
David Fleming followed by a celebratory tea.  The Sunday morning 
service on the 5th will be led by Rev Peter and Elizabeth Webb and 
will be a family service including a Church Parade.  The celebrations 
will continue afterwards with a barbecue.  All past, present and  
future Church Members are welcome to join us.  If you have never 
worshipped at SHBC before please come along and celebrate this 
joyful weekend with us. 
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Feline Fun 

 

As many of you will know, when we came to South Harrow three years ago 

we were accompanied by our elderly moggy, Tilly.  A great companion, she 

sadly suffered a variety of illnesses in recent years and on 1
st
 January this 

year we had to say a final heart-breaking goodbye. 

About a month later our vet phoned to say that a local woman, who catches 

and tames feral kittens, had a black and white female ready for rehoming.  

Just ten months old, she was at the Hendon surgery and, having seen her, 

the veterinary nurse thought she might suit us.  The staff had named her 

“Hope” and she was rather shy at the moment, but would we consider  

adopting her… 

Brian and I talked about it and agreed that we would “take a look”, so off I 

went to see her.  While it wasn’t quite love at first sight – she hid behind the 

vet’s computer most of the time I was there – I somehow felt she would set-

tle in well at the Manse.  I brought her home where she hid under the  

wardrobe, only coming out for the essentials.   

A couple of days later, we had another call from the vet: the cat lady had told 

them that Hope had a sister who was even shyer but might settle if rehomed 

with a familiar cat.  After taking a deep breath, we reminded ourselves that 

we had twice previously taken on two female cats and agreed to give it a go.  

Once we were notified that she had been caught, off Brian went to Hendon 

to collect a second black and white cat, whom we named “Faith”. 

Although they both spent their first few days in Park Lane in the safety of 

spaces underneath or behind furniture, three months on they have turned 

into playful, affectionate companions.  Faith loves nothing better than  

chasing a ping pong ball up and down the stairs, while Hope spends most 

days out in the neighbouring gardens (as Derek Aldridge can confirm).  But 

they come back regularly for food and sleep in our room at night, so it’s 

probably safe to say they have settled. 

There is however one unintended consequence – if you are at the Manse 

and hear conversations such as “Hope is out but Faith is in” or “Can you 

check on Faith without letting Hope out”, there’s no need to call the  

authorities – it’s just Brian and me talking about our cats!  
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~ THANK YOU ~ 

 

It is a delight to say ‘Thank You’ to everyone who has helped to 
make Dorothy’s Memorial Service on 13 March 2016 a  
memorable occasion, through their effort and support. 
 
I would particularly like to mention, Brenda Small, for her lovely 
floral arrangements, Brian for the way he had conducted the 
service, the Choir for their beautiful renditions, David for his  
contribution, Neva for her personal support and Carmen and the 
team for the wonderful preparation of the hall and the way they 
have organised the serving of the refreshments and the support 
from the church fellowship in general, friends and family. 
 
Once one starts mentioning names, they have to be so careful 
not to forget anybody who should have been mentioned. I would 
like to apologise in advance if I happened to fall in that category. 
It is sometimes difficult to find the appropriate words to  
adequately express my gratitude to those who have been so 
kind. 
 
However, I can truly say what happened that afternoon was well 
beyond my expectation and that was only made possible by 
everyone’s support and contributions. The feedback I received 
from everyone who has spoken to me since the event has been 
very positive. I do hope that these two little words ‘THANK YOU’ 
may fully do the trick.  
 
Dorothy would have fully approved. I wish everyone God’s  
richest blessings. 
 
John Swan 
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 Peggy Atkins 

My first introduction to Peggy was when Lynn, who had been work-

ing with me in the Junior Department of  SHBC Sunday School, 

asked me to visit her brother Martin who was unwell.    Martin and I 

played squash together , and my wife Hazel and I became friends 

with his wonderful family.  We soon grew to appreciate Peggy’s 

mischievous sense of humour.  When Peggy and Alan lived in 

Sherwood Road  and Brook Avenue it was  always ‘open house’  

During the 1970s  SHBC  shared a mission with an evangelistic  

team from the USA and I had the pleasure of visiting Peggy and 

Alan with Larry Johnson, a member of the team.  Although they had 

been regular  members of Tuesday Meeting Point , it was after this  

visit  that Peggy and Alan became Church Members. 

Although funeral services are a time of mourning, the service at  

Breakspear Crematorium on the 20th April was a time of thankful-

ness and appreciation for the life  of this lovely lady.  Five members 

of the Atkins and Strutt family shared in tributes, readings and 

prayers, which says far more about Peggy  than I ever could .  All of 

these people are active Christians and have inherited the gentle 

and caring nature that Peggy  showed in her life time. 

Thank you Peggy (and Alan) for the love and joy that we have 

shared  with you and the other wonderful people at South Harrow 

Baptist Church. 

                                   With love from Gordon (and Hazel) Hayday 

                                                  Dawlish, Devon. 
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WALKING IN DARKNESS (WELL,  ALMOST) 

 

We have recently experienced 3 power failures during church  
services.  As always, these were due to external faults (nearby 
premises were affected), but people were surprised that a few lights 
in the church kept working.  In Britain, alternating current is  
distributed on the ‘3-phase‘ system;  1 common ‘neutral’ and 3 
wires (L1, L2, L3), with every 3rd house connected to the same 
phase.  Large consumers, eg. factories, use all 3 phases, because 
it is desirable, for maximum efficiency, to have roughly the same 
current flowing in each phase  (‘balanced’).  Also, 3-phase motors 
are simpler than single-phase ones. Therefore, above a certain 
connected load, rather than giving a bigger 1-phase supply, the 
Supply Authority introduces a second phase. The church building 
has L2 and L3;  the School Block (including the flat) has L2 only.  
Each building has its own  main cable and meter.  L3 feeds some 
church lights and most of the  church heating.  L2 feeds everything 
else;  sockets, the organ, PA/AV rigs,  heating controls (for electric 
and gas) etc..  Hence, loss of L2 is much more inconvenient than 
loss of L3, which hitherto has been more common.  
I hear you say, ‘Couldn’t some sockets be on L3, so that we could 
keep some things going?’.  No, because, although the sockets are 
240 volts, ’live‘ pins  on different phases are at a more lethal 415 
volts to each other, so use of extension leads could unwittingly  
create dangerous shock as well as trip hazards.  ‘Switching over’ 
some fixed appliances from L2 to L3, apart from requiring  
expensive specialist equipment, could give risk of overloading, and 
of course would be useless if all 3 phases had failed, as happens 
occasionally.  It would be slightly better for us if the School Block 
were on L1, but the Authority don’t need to make that change, 
which would probably require a new cable under the Drive. 
We have statutory illuminated  ’EMERGENCY EXIT’ signs, but 
there is little else  we could do at reasonable cost to prepare for 
power cuts, which thankfully are very rare.  (We’ve got gas cookers 
and an acoustic piano!)  Let us remember those who maintain the 
National Grid, which was first planned in 1926.   
 

                                      DAVID J. STEWARD  (Organist  and former                          
Electrical Research Industry worker). 
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A church raised a smile with a notice reading ‘Car parking for  
toddlers today only’ 
Red-faced Widcombe Baptist Church in Bath said it was for parents 
at a toddler’ group.  Bemused resident Rachel Ward asked ‘What are 
they expecting to turn up…..a convoy of two year olds in Noddy 
cars?’ 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

London Mayoral Elections on 5th May 

 

This month those of us of voting age and registered to vote have the 
opportunity to elect a Mayor as part of our democratic responsibilities 
as citizens of this great city.    As Christians we are instructed in  
scripture to pray for the places where we live and those in authority 
over us as we ask for God’s blessing and guidance for those who are 
called to lead us.   As the Apostle Paul reminds Timothy “ I urge, 
then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 
be made for all people— for kings and all those in authority, that we 
may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness” 1 
Timothy 2:1-2. 
So what do we pray for as Christians and His Church?  Well here are 
a few suggestions along with some information on the candidates 
provided by Evangelical Alliance and Churches Together in Britain. 

Pray for God’s will to be done regarding the right person to be  
elected. 
 
Pray that whoever becomes Mayor will respect and work with the 

churches in London as well as other faith communities. 
 
Pray that the Mayor will be bring social justice for all in London. 

Pray that freedom of expression and faith would be maintained. 

For more information see the EA website: http://eauk.org/current-
affairs/politics/2016-london-mayoral-church-hustings.cfm 

Rev Brian Bishop 

http://eauk.org/current-affairs/politics/2016-london-mayoral-church-hustings.cfm
http://eauk.org/current-affairs/politics/2016-london-mayoral-church-hustings.cfm
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Heavens grocery store 
 

I was walking down life’s highway a long time ago 
One day I saw a sign that read,  Heaven’s Grocery Store. 
As I got a little closer the door came open wide. 

And when I came to myself, I was standing just inside. 

I saw a host of Angels, they were standing everywhere. 
One handed me a basket, and said, ‘My child, please shop with 
care’ 
Everything a Christian needed was in that grocery store. 

And all you couldn’t carry you could come back for more. 

First I got some patience.   Love was in the same row. 
Further down was understanding, you need it wherever you may 
go. 
I got a box or two of Wisdom, a bag or two of Faith. 

I just couldn’t miss The Holy Ghost, for He was all over the place. 

I stopped to get some Strength and Courage to help me on this 
race. 
By then my basket was getting full, but I remembered I needed 
Grace. 
I didn’t forget Salvation,  Salvation that was free!. 

So I tried to get enough of that to save both you and me. 

Then I wandered up to the check-out to pay my shopping bill. 
For I thought I had everything to do my Father’s will. 
But as I went up the aisle I saw Prayer and I just had to put that 
in. 
Peace and Joy were plentiful; they were on the last shelf. 

Song and Praise were hanging near, so I just helped myself. 

Then I said to the Angel, ‘How much do I owe?’ 
He smiled and said, ‘Just take your basket wherever you may 
go?. 
Again I looked at him and said, ‘How much do I owe?’ 
He smiled again and said, ‘My friend, Jesus paid your bill long 
ago.’ 



11 

  At the last Church Member Meeting, the Minister 

made a special request that everyone would be present 

for the beginning of Sunday services, if at all possible. 

as late comers can disrupt the sense of worship and the 

flow of the service.   

          Your co-operation would be appreciated. 
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Teaching for  May 

 

1
st
 10.45am  Ascension of Jesus -Acts 1:1-11  

(Church Bible page 1092) 

        No evening service, Bank Holiday weekend 

8
th
 
 
 10.45am  Apostles grow -Acts 1:12-19  

                               (Church Bible page 1092) 

        6.00pm    James 3:13-18 (church Bible page 1215) 

               Communion 

15
th
 10.45am  Foundation of faith – Acts 1:20-26  

(Church Bible pages 1092-1093) 

               Communion 

       6.00pm   James 4:1-12 (church Bible page1215) 

 

22
nd

 10.45am   Acts 2:1-13 The Church is born – Pentecost Sunday 

(Church Bible page 1093)  

      Church Members meeting -no evening service 

29h 10.45am Acts 2:14-41 the church proclaimed –Trinity Sunday 

(Church Bible page 1093-1094) 

         No evening service, Bank Holiday weekend 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME    

MAY 

1st    Caroline Millbank        22nd Brenda Cripps 

2nd   Daniel Monoharan      25th Dot Baines 

10th  Rev Brian Bishop       30th  Pam Clark 

20th  Leslie Harrison           31st  June Sage  
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This month please pray for all our church family and 

wider family who are ill, housebound or experiencing the pain 

of bereavement or personal loss. 

Pray for Caroline Millbank on her birthday (1st) 

Pray for Daniel Monoharan on his birthday (2nd) 

Pray for our Minister on his birthday (10th) 

Pray for Leslie Harrison on her birthday (20th) 

Pray for  Brenda Cripps on her birthday (22nd) 

Pray for Dot Baines on her birthday (25th) 

Pray for Pam Clark on har birthday (30th) 

Pray for June Sage on her birthday (31st) 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Dear God, 

 

So far today I have done OK 

I haven’t gossiped 

I haven’t lost my temper 

I haven’t been greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish or overindulgent. 

I am very thankful for that, 

BUT in a few minutes Lord, I’m going to get out of bed 

and from then on I’m going to need a lot more help 

AMEN. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MAY 

 
 

Sunday 01        10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev  Brian Bishop 

     NO EVENING SERVICE 

Wednesday 04  8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Thursday 05  7 00 am Local & London Mayoral Elections in the Hall 

Thursday 05  2 30 pm Women’s Circle are going out 

    8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Deacons’ Vestry 

Friday   06  8 00 pm Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 

Saturday 07  6 00 pm Youth Fellowship in the Hall 

Sunday 08        10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

    6 00 pm Evening Worship &Communion led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Wednesday 11        10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

    2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing in the Shaftesbury Room 

    8 00 pm Prayer Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Friday   13  8 00 pm Deacons’ Meeting 

Saturday 14  6 00 pm  Youth Fellowship in the Hall 

Sunday  15        10 45 am Morning Worship and Communion led by Rev Brian Bishop 

    6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Brian Bishop 

Wednesday  18 8  00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Thursday 19 2 30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room   

   8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Hall 

Friday   20 8 00 pm Fellowship Group at Neva’s home     

Saturday  21 6 00 pm Youth Fellowship in the Hall     

Sunday 22       10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

             12 30 pm  Church Members’ Meeting 

     NO EVENING SERVICE 

Wednesday  25        10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Saturday 28  6 00 pm Youth Fellowship in the Hall 

Sunday  29        10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

                             NO EVENING SERVICE 

 

ADVANCED NOTICE   4/5 June  Church’s 90th Anniversary  

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Saturday                         6.00pm      Youth Fellowship 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

   May        Food Bank 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the June 2016 issue of ‘The Messenger should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

May 14th at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 
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