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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   
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As we enter May I am mindful that this month is one of new 
growth and new life.  As with our Christian lives there is a need 
for spiritual growth.    So, for our teaching on a Sunday morning 
we will look at the Old Testament prophet Nahum – a man who 
had to grow into his mission.   Nahum brought God’s word to the 
people of Nineveh with the message of salvation and that also 
showed them the character of God. It is through knowing and 
exploring the nature of God that will help us to understand Him 
and to follow Him. 

 

As the Apostle Paul reminded Christians in Rome how the char-
acter and message of God go together: 
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? 
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not 
heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to 
them? 

 
And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it 

is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!’   (Romans 10:14-16) 
 
Like Nahum we are called to know, and proclaim, the message 
of God in the power of the spirit which means maintaining our 
spiritual life in Christ through prayer,  
Bible study and witnessing.  These are the basics of growing in 
our faith and sustains our relationship with our Heavenly Father.  
I look forward to sharing this Journey with you.  
 

Stay healthy and grow in the power of Christ. 

 

Rev Brian Bishop  
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

THANK YOU 

Dear friends at SHBC, 

I would like to thank you all for your prayers, cards and best wishes 

which you sent to me on the move to my new house after 50 plus 

happy years in Gonville Road., but when I get settled here I know I 

will be very happy too.                   

                   Many thanks.  God bless you all. 

Love  Pam   

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

WE ARE SORRY YOU ARE LEAVING! 

Linda Lee has been attending SHBC since the mid-1980s. She was 
a teacher in Junior Church for many years. She has been a Steward, 
helped with Communion preparation, served on the Fabric 
Committee and belonged to a Fellowship Group. Another of her  
varied rôles (involving rolls) was catering. We are very grateful for 
her diligent, faithful service.  She is moving from South Oxhey to He-
mel Hempstead, Herts.. (A Company’s ‘House Magazine’ once re-
ceived complaints from ‘locals’ by referring to ‘The Hemel Branch’.) It 
is one of the post-war ‘New Towns’, handy for the M1/M25 and the 
West Coast Main Line, so Linda will still be avidly supporting nearby 
Watford Football Club (‘The Hornets’)!  We pray that her health soon 
improves, and that she enjoys a long and happy retirement. We also 
remember in our prayers, sons Paul and Philip. 
Largely thanks to Linda and Nirmala, our Kitchen was awarded a 5-
star (‘Very Good’) rating  - the highest -  for food hygiene following a 
recent unannounced visit by an Inspector. We won’t try to comment 
on the star-rating of Watford FC’s performance, lest we stir up a  
Hornets’ nest!  

                                                                                          DJS 
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A Very Big Thank-you...... 

 

To everyone who helped in any way to make my “Big Birthday” 

celebration go so well. To the Senior Sunday School group and 

everyone else who helped set up the lunch, and to those who 

cleared up afterwards! For my lovely cakes, for all the cards, gifts 

and photos,  and the best wishes from everyone. Thank you all for 

coming and making my day so special.   

                                                                            

Love from Karen  

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers “ 

 

Thank-you for all the vouchers you have given me so far. We 

have managed to collect quite a lot, but still need some more to 

get the safety mat we are aiming for. If you have any you could let 

us have, we would be very happy to receive them. They will stop 

giving them out on 2
nd

 May, but we can collect them until the  end 

of June. Many thanks for your support in this. 

Karen Luckham  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

GIVE AWAY 

If anyone uses Epson ‘Hummingbird’ series inks in their inkjet 
printer, I have a large number of original unopened cartridges.  
Please see Frank Phillips 
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You’ve met ’em!  Every Sunday morning you see them there. Wait-
ing for you with their cheery smiles. Making you feel wanted. Have 
you ever wondered what makes them tick? 

 

We think it important that anyone who crosses the threshold of the 
church should not think they are entering an alien place where they 
might be considered an intruder. That is why we ask our stewards to 
arrive by 10:20 on a Sunday morning. Yes the church doors are 
usually open by 10 o’clock, so you need have no worries about  

arriving too early. Sometimes people do like to sit in the quiet of the 
church sanctuary and pray or reflect upon God’s place in their life. 
We like to encourage that. 

 

When you arrive we will usually put a song book and a bible into 
your hands; sometimes you get other things as well. You might think 
that song books are unnecessary when we show hymn words on a 
screen. But some people’s eyesight is not perfect, whilst others – 
especially those who might be described as “vertically challenged” – 
may find their view of the screen obstructed. We don’t judge your 
situation; we give you the choice to do what is best for you. We give 
you a bible since we consider that it is important for you to open 
God’s word for yourself and follow the message that is being drawn 
from it during the service. (Sometimes people find that as they are 
looking into God’s word, He draws their attention to something quite 
different from what the speaker is talking about. This way you might 
get a personal message – but don’t let on to the preacher that your 
thoughts diverged from his carefully prepared sermon!) 

 

The job of a steward can roughly be summarised as taking care of 
whatever earthly needs worshippers might have during their  

attendance at a service. We sometimes find ourselves escorting a 
person across to the toilets in the school block. We may be asked 
for an offertory envelope for a special purpose. We might observe a 
person in some king of difficulty and need to give, or summon,  

appropriate help.  

Who’d be a steward! 
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Then the children leave for their lessons in the school block. Some are 
so eager that they dash straight out of the church door and across the 
drive oblivious of all else. There might be a car tearing down the drive 
at that instant – perhaps someone late for the service (Yes some peo-
ple are seen to be still arriving at that time!) or maybe someone who 
thinks the church is a good place to stop and shop at Iceland.  

So you will usually find stewards on sentry duty in the drive at that 
time. You can rest assured that if any type of emergency should arise 
during a service, the stewards will be there to direct you if you might 
be required to take any action. Please follow their directions. If you 
ever have any down to earth questions, please ask a steward. We 
may not always be able to give an immediate answer, but we will usu-
ally do our best to find out for you. 

You might gather that serving as a steward can detract from our own 
worship, since we have to keep an eye open at all times for any need 
that we might have to deal with. For that reason we have a pool of 
stewards and arrange that no-one is always on duty; thus each of our 
number is able to concentrate fully upon worshipping God at those 
services where they are not on duty. To ensure that we always have a 
full complement on duty we require that any steward who cannot fulfil 
any rostered duty should arrange for another of the team to stand in 
his or her place. (Some are more conscientious in this regard than 
others. When someone fails it could mean that there will be a gap in 
the service we can offer, and hence our congregation suffers, or else 
another member of the pool steps in at the last minute and sacrifices 
his or her ability to worship God fully during that service.) 

Well now. What about you, the reader? Have you ever thought about 
serving God and your church in this way. We are always keen to wel-
come new recruits to our merry band. You can be assured that you 
will never be called upon to serve, all by yourself. There will always be 
other more experienced stewards alongside you. The more we have 
in the pool the less frequently you will be called upon to perform a 
duty. We have seen a fall in our number, for various reasons, over the 
last few years, so new blood will be most welcome. If you are keen to 
join with us – or if you just want more information – then please have 
a word with me. In the meanwhile we hope you feel at home and wel-
come at our services. 

Tony  Laycock 
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THAT’S ENTERTAINMENT’?  SO IS THIS! 

 

Several of you have attended the excellent January pantomimes 
by the ‘Arrow Players’ at Northwood Hills, for which I am the  
pianist. They are presenting ‘THE VICAR OF DIBLEY’, which they 
have adapted (with permission) from the original TV series written 
by Richard Curtis and Paul Mayhew-Archer, on 11th, 12th and 
13th May at 7.45 pm. For further details, please ask me for a leaf-
let, or ’phone the Box Office on (020) 8428 1349. (I’m not partici-
pating, but naturally, I hope to be in the audience.) 
 

In the 1990s, I often encountered fine church hall pianos which 
sadly were seldom played. Being a supporter of live music, in 
February 1997 I presented the first ‘DAVE LIVE!’ at our (defunct) 
‘Tuesday Meeting Point’; an hour of light/jazz piano, and anec-
dotes. Subsequently, I have entertained at numerous venues, in-
cluding, in 2011, Bispham Methodist Church (their ‘Tuesday 
Meeting Point’), so ‘I’ve played Blackpool’! I am looking forward to 
performing ‘DAVE LIVE!’ at Hayes End Methodist Church on 13th 
May, helping to raise funds for a buildings project. (Their piano is 
well-used.) 

 

Please pray that more church folk, of all ages, might be inspired 
to have piano lessons, as there is a desperate shortage of pian-
ists (and organists) across the denominations. I learnt from the 
age of 5, and still enjoy playing! 

 

                                                                                          ‘Dajost’    

             ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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MAY 2017 

 
This month please pray for  
 

Monday           1   Caroline Millbank on her birthday 
Tuesday          2   Daniel Manoharan on his birthday 
Wednesday     3   Peace to come to Syria 
Thursday         4   The family of Keith Salisbury 
Friday              5    Young people taking exams this month 
Saturday          6    Alison Cripps 
Sunday            7    Betty Murdock 
Monday            8   Our wider church family 
Tuesday           9   Anne Bishop 
Wednesday    10   Rev Brian Bishop on his birthday 
Thursday        11  The Christianity explored course 
Friday             12  The church Deacons 
Saturday         13  Today’s Messy Church 
Sunday           14   The Sunday services  
Monday           15  Rosemary & Derek Taylor Mew 
Tuesday          16  Our neighbours 
Wednesday     17  Brent Perkins  
Thursday         18  Joshua Millbank on his birthday 
Friday              19  Lucy and Samuel Phillips 
Saturday          20  Leslie Harrison on her birthday 
Sunday            21  Disabled people to be treated as equals 
Monday           22  Brenda Cripps on her birthday 
Tuesday          23  The homeless 
Wednesday     24  Ivy Bines 
Thursday         25  Dot Baines on her birthday 
Friday              26  Poverty to be eradicated 
Saturday          27  Alan Atkins 
Sunday            28  Our Doctors and Nurses 
Monday           29   A relaxing bank holiday 
Tuesday          30  Pam Clark on her birthday 
Wednesday     31  June Sage on her birthday 
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Yes, it’s started …. 

 

On Saturday 8th April we held the first of our planned monthly Messy 

Church sessions, around the theme of Easter - no surprise there.  But 

having spent quite a bit of time planning and praying with the core 

team, we prepared for 20-30, so we were surprised when the num-

bers reached closer to 50! 

Apart from those who regularly or occasionally attend church (and 

their friends), we were delighted to welcome a number of families 

who are linked to Under Ones, Toddlers or Scouts, as well as a 

mother and daughter who saw the banner and thought they’d come to 

check it out.  It was also lovely to see the mix of ages and cultures, 

with everyone participating in the different activities, whether hand 

painting an angel, laminating a suncatcher cross, writing a Pretzel 

prayer or creating an edible Easter garden (now I wonder why that 

was so popular?!).  And we hope you enjoyed the spillover into Palm 

Sunday service the next morning as we entered into Jerusalem 

through the cardboard entrance gate. 

A huge thank-you to all those who helped, whether as part of the offi-

cial team or just because you came along and joined it; we really ap-

preciated you all.  And we were treated to a fabulous meal by Jean, 

Fay and Alicia (including the best vegetarian chilli I’ve ever tasted), 

who calmly just went up the street to buy more rice and Nachos once 

they realised the number of mouths was way over my original  

estimate. 
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The next Messy Church will be on Saturday 13th May, 2-4pm, and once 

again invitations will be provided so you can invite your family, friends and 

neighbours.  Please continue to pray for this new initiative for, as the 

Psalmist put it: “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labour in 

vain”.  And if you would like to join the team, just have a word with Anne.  

Thank you 
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Services for May 

 

7
th
 10.45am  Nahum 1:1-15 (Bible pages 937-938) 

  6.00pm  People under pressure  

   2 Corinthians 1:1-11  

(Bible page 1158)  

 Communion  

14th  10.45am  Nahum 2:1-13 (Bible pages 938) 

 6.00pm  People under pressure  

   2 Corinthians 1:12-2:11  

(Bible pages 1158-1159)  

  

21
h
 10.45am Nahum 3:1-11 (Bible pages 938-939) 

  Communion 

 6.00pm  Songs of praise 

 

28
th
  10.45 am  Nahum 3:12-19 (Bible page 939) 

6.00pm People under pressure  

   2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6  

(Bible pages 1159) 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MAY 

 

 
 

Monday 01 10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 

Thursday 04   2 30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room 

     8 00 pm  Fellowship Group  

     8 00 pm Christianity Explored in the Shaftesbury Room 

Sunday  07        10 45 am Morning Worship  led by Rev Brian Bishop 

                6 00 pm Evening Worship & Communion led by  

     Rev Brian Bishop 

Tuesday  09   8 00 pm WAGs at the Manse 

Wednesday 10        10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

      2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing  in the Shaftesbury Room 

      8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Thursday 11    8 00 pm Christianity Explored in the Shaftesbury Room 

Saturday 13   2 00  pm MESSY CHURCH in the Hall 

Sunday 14  10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop  

       6 00 pm Evening Service led by Rev B Bishop 

Monday         15     10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home  

Wednesday 17     8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Thursday 18     8 00 pm Christianity Explored in the Shaftesbury Room 

       8 00 pm Fellowship Group  

Sunday 21   10 45 am Cradle Roll Service & Communion  

     led by Rev Brian Bishop 

       6 00 pm Evening Service led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Tuesday 23     8 00 pm      Man2Man Bible study at the Manse 

Wednesday 24   10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Thursday       25           2 30 pm Women’s Circle at Brenda Cripps’ home 

        8.00pm      CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED in the Hall 

Sunday 28   10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop  

       6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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 BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME FOR MAY 

 

Caroline Millbank        1st                 Brenda Cripps        22nd 
Daniel Manaharan      2nd                Dot Baines             25th 
Brian Bishop               10th               Pam Clark              30th 
Lesley Harrison           20th               June Sage             31st 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Junior Church weekend 

At 3.30 on a bright Thursday afternoon in mid-February ten of us gathered 

together in the Church Drive to begin our timer away in Jordans. Rather 

than walk to the station as originally planned Pearl and Benjamin gave us a 

lift down to Northolt Park station. Karen took all the luggage and food in a 

car. The journey to Jordans was uneventful and an hour later we arrived. 

We had about a mile’s walk to the youth hostel. The route was a little 

muddy, but worse was to come the following day! On arrival at the youth 

hostel the warden was surprised to see us as we were not on his list for 

staying there. Fortunately we had confirmation that we had booked and paid 

for the time and there was room for us. The boys had a room of their own, 

whilst Karen and Evangeline were in a dormitory room with one other per-

son. I (Paul) and Brian were in a male dormitory room. Having sorted out 

these details and ourselves in the room, Evangeline suggested that we 

prayed for the week end, which we did.  Four people were tasked with help-

ing to cook dinner, (Sausages Beans and Mash). The potato peelers were a 

bit awkward but eventually we got the hang of them! Dinner was soon con-

sumed and those who did not help prepare washed up. We then had a brief  

session, where we investigated what it meant to We had planned to watch a 

video, ‘Arisen,’ so we went into the boy’s room to set it up, but there was 

nowhere to project it, we tried playing it on a laptop but that was no good 

either so we gave up and went to play Cluedo. It turned out that the  

Reverend had done a particularly gruesome murder that evening! The eve-

ning finished with hot chocolate and eventually the boys fell asleep! (In fair-

ness the walls were very thin!)  Next day everyone was up by 8:30 

(eventually) and after breakfast, Brian returned to South Harrow and the 

rest of us went on our walk. It was a bright and sunny day and it was virtu-

ally all off road and along paths. After about 15 minutes we started to be 

asked, “Are we there yet!”   
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 Only to be told again that we were going to be walking for most of the day. 

Most of the way was quite dry but there were some boggy bits. The children 

started off trying to avoid the mud, but eventually gave up! It was a glorious 

day and some of us walked along in just a t-shirt as it was quite warm 

(especially going uphill). Being February there was not much nature to see, 

but we did see some catkins, a primrose, some rabbits and two red kites, one 

of which was very close to us and Beshaun took a good photo of it. Everyone 

took turns in leading which was good, although I also had a map, but rarely 

did we go wrong! After lunch (sandwiches crisps cakes and fruit) we plodded 

off again. The highlight of the day was when we arrived back in civilisation 

and there was a shop! Sweets were bought and most of us had an ice cream, 

it really was that warm!  We arrived back, tired and muddy at about 4.30, we 

had a rest and most of us had a shower too and then played a game of 

spoons. It’s an infuriating card game (which I always loose!), today was no 

exception. Those of us who lost early then went out to cook dinner which was 

Spaghetti Bolognaise. After dinner we chatted, didn’t have enough energy to 

play any more games and had an early night, everyone slept much better!  

The next day we got up early, 8.00 am, as we had to catch the train at 

10:49.am.  However with the day being Saturday very few trains stop at Jor-

dans so we had to walk along to Gerrards Cross, which was about 3 miles. 

Karen again took everything back in the car. We set off for the station just 

past 9:30am, plenty of time we thought. Beshaun, being keen and a compe-

tent leader led the way. Most of the way was dry, but we did come to a very 

muddy bit which we had to pick our way around which slowed us down some-

what, so much so that we were in danger of missing the train, the next was an 

hour later. However we arrived at the station with 2 minutes to spare! We 

could see the train coming along as we went down the steps, no time to stop 

at the shop, which was a disappointment, but saved money. In the end we got 

back to Church at our expected time of 11:30. Amie, was due to be there at 

11:30 as well, but Saturday tubes are unreliable and she arrived about 

12:15pm, just in time for Pizza which was our lunch for that day. After lunch 

Amie led some games, which she switched round to being serious, to which 

the young people responded well. As you may remember Amie stayed over-

night with us (Karen and Paul) and was in our services the next day. She took 

the Seniors in Sunday School and got them to design what their idea of a 

good Church should be (building and people). It was quite enlightening, an 

important aspect for them was a quiet room for prayer and a youth prayer 

group.I t was a great (tiring!) weekend, we all enjoyed ourselves and found 

out a bit more about each other.                                              Paul Luckham 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

May                Food Bank 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the June 2017 issue of ‘The Messenger should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

14 May at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 


