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SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.   

 



3 

Remember, remember the 5th of November, Yes  it’s November.  This month 
we are called to remember, that is, to bring to mind events from the past.   

We remember Guy Fawkes Night of ‘Gunpowder, treason and plot’.  It is 
about a cause that was both political and religious. Fawkes was a man who 

fought for a cause and followed his belief.   
 

On the 12th we have Remembrance Sunday when we remember those who 
gave their lives in two World Wars and conflicts since then, not forgetting 

the current world conflicts. Such people offer up their lives on our behalf, 
who through service and sacrifice give of themselves for their cause.    

 

As Christians, in the Church and the world, we are called to serve, to offer 
up our lives to service and sacrifice for Christ, who gave Himself for us.  We 

follow His example and seek to bring in the Kingdom of Heaven supremely, 
this is seen on the 19th when we share in communion with the broken bread 

and wine representing the sacrifice of Jesus for each of us.  Indeed, in all 

that we do as a church in sharing the good news, we offer up to God the 
sacrifice of time, talent and money for the use in His service to build up the 

Church and in so doing bring in the Kingdom of God.  So let each of us  
recognise our calling and stand for Jesus as he calls us to be salt and light to 

our community and the world.  To tell and show our life story to those 
around us. 

 

 Matthew 5:14-16; 

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hid-
den. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put 
it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

Let it be so. 

 

Revd Brian Bishop 
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

Memories of Dennis Floodgate (1926-2017) 
 

Dennis Floodgate came to be our pastor in 1982.  Of all the  
candidates he was the only one not concerned as to the  
salary.  Brenda and I had a background of Girls and Boys 
 Brigades, as did Doreen and Dennis, and we became great friends, spending 
several holidays together.  We spent time in Somerset, Devon and Yorkshire, 
"Away Days" and other outings. Dennis was a kindly man who was open to any-
one.  He had a good sense of humour - I well  
remember seeing him "toss the caber" dressed in a tartan picnic rug and throw-
ing a large piece of wood! Dennis was happy at SHBC.  We all shared happy 
and sad times.  In the Harrow Group of Churches he was active and became 
part of the Chaplaincy team at Northwick Park  
Hospital.  He also became Chaplain to the Mayor when John Cripps held that 
office in 1990.After retirement Dennis became pastor of Arlington Baptist 
Church at Bibury, saying that ministers weren't retired, but "retreaded"!  Follow-
ing Doreen's death he married Mo and they had  
several happy years together.  We kept in touch through visits and phone 
calls.  Our memories are of a fine pastor and dear friend, who served the Lord 
to the best of his ability. 

John Small 
 

                  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~     
              

 Dennis was inducted as our Minister in October 1983, coming from Merstham 
Baptist Church, Surrey. Early in November, the current Manse was dedicated. 
Dennis arranged for the installation of the church’s second  
public address system in 1984, which included a novel wireless microphone. 
The children particularly were fascinated that they could still hear his voice 
when he had disappeared into a Vestry. He used his practical skills during the 
major refurbishment of the Sunday School Block in 1984, helping to cut and fit 
the wood-grain faced plywood wall cladding in the Hall, Shaftesbury Room and 
adjacent Corridor, which still looks good. In early October 1991, about 150 peo-
ple attended a Farewell Party in the Hall, as Dennis and Doreen were ‘retiring’ 
to Gloucestershire. Note the inverted commas! Dennis assisted with the Ministry 
at Cirencester Baptist Church, then Arlington Baptist Church, Bibury (a 
‘chocolate box’ Cotswold village) until 2002. 
In his first ‘Letter’ in ‘The Messenger’, Dennis quoted William Carey (1761-
1834), Founder of The Baptist Missionary Society:  ‘Attempt great things for 
God; Expect great things from God.’. In his last sermon, he urged us to ‘be alert 
to the leading of the Lord…..’ These quotes remain relevant.  We give thanks for 
the way that Dennis and Doreen, with God’s help, moved our work and witness 
forward, and remember in our prayers their sons Neil and Ian; and Mo, whom 
he married following Doreen’s death. Dennis’ Funeral took place at Brighton 
Road Baptist Church, Horsham, on 9th October. Representing SHBC along with 
Brian were present and former members and friends.  

  DJS 
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Discipleship Matters by Peter Maiden  £8.99 

 

This is one of the books I read over the summer and recommend to you 
as a book that could help you in your Christian walk.   
It is a very readable book about the importance of being a disciple of 
Jesus and following Him and his teaching as an essential element of  
being a Christian today.   The author, Peter Maiden, writes from his 
many years of experience involved in Christian organisations (one being 
Operation Mobilisation with which I served) but applies it by  
living as a disciple and seeks to show how to live a Christian life in our 
families as well as the society in which we find ourselves.  Importantly 
he also shows how discipleship is applied to each of us as individuals 
but also as a church. 
While there are many books on the theme of discipleship, this one 
seeks to be a practical book that is easy to read at the same time as  
being thought provoking and warmly recommend it. 
 
Rev Brian Bishop 
                            ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

WELL DONE 
 

Congratulations to two of our young people, Vihan Abeysekera who 
achieved the Bronze Queen’s Scout award whilst in Beavers and 
Charles Sumar who achieved the Silver Queen’s Scout award whilst in 
Cubs. Both are the highest awards available in  their age groups. 
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                       ORGAN NOTES; THE SOUND OF ‘SILENTS’ 

 

The magnificent ‘Odeon’ Cinema, Leicester Square, opened in 1937.  Its 
‘Compton’ (known as ‘The Duchess’) is the largest theatre organ in Europe, 
and the only one with 5 manuals (keyboards). (Others have 2 - 4). It  
incorporates a Compton ‘Melotone’ (see previous ‘Notes’), and the console, 
on the usual lift, has built-in colour-change lighting. The 1,500 pipes ‘speak’ 
from 2 ‘chambers’ underneath the 50ft.-wide Stage. In August, I went to 
hear Donald MacKenzie, the resident organist since 1993, improvising an 
accompaniment to a remastered Sherlock Holmes silent film made in 1922 
by Goldwyn Pictures Corporation, which was being shown via the cinema’s 
state-of-the-art digital projection equipment. 
 

A few weeks later, at Emmanuel Church (CofE), Northwood, Donald played 
light/jazz numbers, then accompanied Buster Keaton and Laurel & Hardy 
‘silents’ on the church’s 3-manual ‘Hill’ organ. He emphasized that there 
was no written ‘score’; he was improvising to the on-screen action. He only 
had a brief practice. Not surprisingly, he is in demand around the world.The 
afternoon was greatly appreciated by the relatively large audience. 

 

Bournemouth’s splendid Pavilion Theatre has a multi-purpose (‘concert’)  
4-manual ‘Compton’ (1929; ‘Job No. A17’), with console lift. The 1,526 
pipes are in 2 voids, either side of the Stage. I, and 167 other people, en-
joyed Len Rawle’s lunchtime concert in September; part of a regular series 
of fortnightly organ-based ones. Until recently, Len had a ‘WurliTzer’ in his 
Chorleywood home, which featured in John Betjeman’s acclaimed 1970s 
BBC film, ‘Metroland’. Len’s late father, Les, had a ‘WurliTzer’ at Northolt, 
upon which Len used to entertain groups from churches, including ours. I 
played it a few times. Les and Len maintained the ‘WurliTzer’ in the 
‘Granada’ (now ‘Gold’s Gym’), Harrow (which is ‘listed’ with the building.) 
 

Our  2-manual ‘Compton’ (1949; ‘Job No. A123’, enlarged 2007) has nearly 
500 pipes, including its original ‘Polyphone’; an ingenious compact wood 
pipe which generates 2/3rd octave of deep (‘32-ft.’) notes. Compton didn’t 
invent it until the early 1930s, so there isn’t one on the Pavilion organ.That 
has individual pipes, and some acoustic ‘tricks’, for 32-ft. tones. 

 

                                                           DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist) 

 



7 

 

 

SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 

5th  10.45am  Little letters with big meanings  

                                                Jude  

Bible page 1231 

 6.00pm  People under pressure 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10    

Bible pages 1165-66 

Communion 

12th  10.45am  Remembrance Sunday All Age Service 

 6.00pm  People under pressure-  

2 Corinthians 12:11-21  

Bible page 1166 

19th  10.45am  Little letters with big meanings 

John 2  

Bible page 1229 

Communion 

 6.00pm  People under pressure  

2 Corinthians 13:1-14  

Bible pages1166-7 

26th   10.45am  Little letters with big meanings -John 3  

Bible page 1230 

Church Members meeting so evening service 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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The Rose Garden 
 

November is a time for remembrance. A time for us to remember those who have 

gone before us and whose lives have had an effect upon us, whether we realise it or 

not. Public attention is drawn to those who have served in a military role. Here at 

South Harrow we have another reason for remembrance as well as the public one. 

On the Northolt Road side of the Church building lies a rose garden; a memorial rose 

garden. In it there are plaques recording the names of former members and worship-

pers here at South Harrow Baptist Church. For some, their ashes have been buried in 

the soil of that rose garden. All of them played their part in making this Church what 

it is today. Most of you will remember some of them; some, no doubt, with great 

affection. Others will simply be just names to you. But all deserve our respect. So I 

invite each of you to spend some time this month in reflection and giving thanks, by 

name, for some of these people. I append a list of all the people named on plaques in 

the rose garden. (Where some information appears in parentheses, it has been added 

from other sources) Q1, etc. refers to the first quarter of a year. Please let me know if 

any errors have crept into this list. 

 

 

Flt/Lt Alan Frank Carter   (13-Feb)-1933 1960 (27) 

Albert Gower   12 9 1887 12 7 1960 (72) 

Alf(red George) Weaver   (12-Oct-1914) 21 Sep 1969 (55) 
Elizabeth Jeffreys (Phillips) (4-Jul)-1891 (Q4)-1970 (79) 

Enoch Jeffreys   (23-Dec[-1893]

1894) 

(Q4)-1973 (80) 

Alice (Selina) Horn   (16-Jul)-1890 (Q4)-1975 (85) 

William C(aspar) Law-

rence 

  (25-Aug)-1906 (Q4)-1976 (70) 

Ronald W(illiam) Horne   (7-Nov)-1921 (Q2)-1977 (55) 

Vincent R(oy) Bennell   31 8 1909 9 11 1979 (70) 

Emily P(hoebe) Gower (Wright) 2 5 1885 8 4 1980 (94) 
Cec Hanney                11 Aug 

1980 

  

Thomas Henry Dawes   2 4 1915 7 6 1981 (66) 

Olive (Emma) Turner (Brown) (21-Jan)-1911 (Q4)-1981 (70) 

Walter G(eorge) Heusch   (6-Jul)-1893 (Q2)-1982 (88) 

Bert(ie) Horn   (9-Mar)-1892 (Q2)-1984 (92) 
Florence Mabel Glover   21 5 1895 22 3 1985 (89) 
Frank [Francis] 

(George) A 

Fone   (3-Jul-[1910)

1911) 

(Q3)-1985 (74) 

Hilda K(ate) Dugard Wildman (10-Dec)-1896 (Q4)-1986 (89) 

Thomas (Henry S) Chivers   (9-)Jan 1907 Jan 1987 (80) 
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TAL 
Ida May Jagger (Appleby) (29-Jun)-1907 (Q4)-1987 (80) 

Frank [Francis] Beatie   12 9 1906 22 12 1987 (81) 
Harry W(illiam) Sear   9 7 1914 14 6 1988 (73) 

Grace E(llen) Heusch (Petchey) (21-Feb)-1893 (Q4)-1988 (95) 

Ernie [Ernest] W

(illiam) 

Ringer   (1)6 7 1911 5 9 1989 (78) 

(Emily) Frances Kingdon   (18-Nov-1914) 29 Jul 1992 (77) 

Amy Rolfe (Sidey) 7 1 1904 1 11 1992 (88) 
Leonard Rolfe   26 11 1904 30 12 1992 (88) 
Kathleen A(lice) Tillyard   (22-Jun)-1910 (Q1)-1993 (82) 

D(orothy) F(rances) Bennell (Gurr) (28-Feb)-1912 (Q3)-1993 (81) 

Amy Lena (E) Ringer (Rowe) 2 8 1916 1 8 1993 (76) 
Edna May Slater   (21-Feb)-1919 (Q4)-1993 (74) 

Sam(uel Ernest) Sims   (5-Sep-1919) 25 May 

1994 

74 

Jean Louise Osborne   (7-Apr-1943) 12 Sep 1994 (51) 

Maureen Elsa Hamlin (Clevely) 9 Sep 1934 28 Feb 1995 (60) 
Albert N(athaniel) R Gut-

teridge 

  (27-Mar-1905) (Q3-1995) (90) 

Annie Hargood Loveday (28-Dec-1898) (Q3-1995) (96) 
Tegwen Phillips Bridger (Jeffreys) 07 03 1921 16 09 1995 (74) 

Hilda May Chivers (Rowe) 1 6 1915 17 4 1996 (80) 

Joshua Joe Slater   (29-Oct)-1919 (Q1)-1997 (77) 
Alan William Hamlin   24 Oct 1933 14 May 

1997 

(63) 

Gwendoline V(iolet) 

J 

Gut-

teridge 

(Summervi

lle) 

(2-Jul-1911) (Q3-1998) (87) 

Walter Murdoch   (25-Jan)-1918 (Q4)-1998 (80) 
Dorothy May Taylor   (22-Jul)-1916 (Q4)-1999 (83) 

Sydney William Taylor   (5-Jan)-1910 (Q2)-2000 (90) 
Norah Beatie (Cowsell) 1909 2000 (90) 
Sidney George Bridger   12 08 1915 30 10 2000 (85) 
John Fletcher   (23-Nov)-1919 (Q3)-2002 (82) 

John (Edward) Cripps   (5-Jun)-1935 (Q3)-2002 (67) 

Mrs Lillian Florence Hewlett   12 7 1911 11 9 2002 (91) 

Frank (Ernest) Turner   9 Jul 1912 16 Jan 2003 (90) 
Ivy Louisa Weaver (Davey) (1-Apr)-1913 (Q4)-2003 (90) 

Richard Charles Sage   21 6 1924 20 10 2003 (79) 

Grace F(lorence) E Horne (Hughes) (5-Jun)-1923 (Q1)-2006 (82) 

Jean D(orothy) Marling (Cooper) 27 4 1946 3 11 2006 (60) 
Zena White   1942 2007 (64) 
Sylvia Jarrett (Rignall) 6 10 1936 20 4 2008 (71) 
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                                           NOVEMBER 2017 

This month please pray for  

Wednesday    1   The church choir as they meet tonight 
Thursday         2    Peace & stability in America 
Friday              3    Neva Gordon on her birthday 
Saturday         4    James Manoharan on his birthday 
Sunday           5    An injury free bonfire night 
Monday          6    Those who suffer in silence 
Tuesday          7    Tony Laycock, our chief steward 
Wednesday    8    The new country of Kurdistan 
Thursday        9     Beshaun Benjamin on his birthday  
Friday             10   Those who come to coffee morning 
Saturday        11    People who give up their time freely 
Sunday           12    David Steward, our organist 
Monday         13   Vasillica & Adrian Gherman & family 
Tuesday         14    Peace for people who are terminally ill 
Wednesday   15    Linda and Paul Lee 
Thursday        16    Church members with mental health problems        
Friday              17    Maria Graham 
Saturday         18    John & Brenda Small 
Sunday            19    People who self harm 
Monday          20    David Nicholls 
Tuesday          21    The people of North Korea 
Wednesday    22    Christians in the Middle East. 
Thursday         23    Anne Bishop 
Friday              24    What God wants, not what we want 
Saturday         25    Safety to be put before money 
Sunday            26    The Church Members’ Meeting  
Monday          27    Betty Murdock on her birthday 
Tuesday          28    The Samaritans  
Wednesday    29    Gussie Steeman 
Thursday         30    Esther and Ruth Chu and Clara 
 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 MAN 2 MAN                       
Tuesday November 14th               Bible Study at the Manse 

Friday      November 24th              Fish & Chip Meal at Georges Fish Bar 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 

 
Wednesday 01         8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Thursday 02    2 30 pm Women’s Circle 

Saturday 04    9 30 am Safeguarding Training 

Sunday 05  10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev B Bishop  

               Followed by a short Church Members meeting 

      6 00 pm Evening worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Monday 06  10 00 am Fellowship Group at Neva’s home 

Wednesday 08   10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

       2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing in the Shaftesbury Room 

Thursday 09     8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Saturday  11     2 00 PM MESSY CHURCH 

Sunday 12   10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

       6 00 pm Evening Service led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Tuesday 14     8 00 pm WAGs at the Manse 

                 8 00 pm Man2Man Bible Study at the Manse 

Wednesday 15     8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Thursday 16     2 30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room 

Saturday  18   10 00 am Christmas Sale        

Sunday 19   10 45 am Baptismal Service led by Rev Brian Bishop 

     Followed by Communion 

       6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Monday 20     8 00 pm Fellowship Group at Neva’s home  

Wednesday 22   10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Thursday  23     8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Sunday  26  10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

    12 45 pm Church Members’ Meeting 

    NO EVENING WORSHIP 

 

    

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

BMS Birthday Scheme 

Neva Gordon             3rd              Beshaun Benjamin  9th 
James Manoharan     4th               Betty Murdock        27th 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

November           London City Mission 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the December 2017 issue of ‘The Messenger’ should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

November 12th at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 


