
1 

 



2 

SOUTH HARROW BAPTIST CHURCH 
270 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex. HA2 8EB 

 
Web site address:  www.southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 
E-mail address:  contact@southharrowbaptistchurch.org.uk 

 
THIS CHURCH is in membership with the Baptist Union 

of Great Britain, also with the London Baptist Association.   

 

THE SUNDAY SERVICES are at 10.45 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  

Junior Church meets at 10.40 a.m. each Sunday, joining 
the church worship for the first part of the service.   

Holy Communion is incorporated into the first 
Sunday evening service and the third Sunday 
morning service of each month 

THE MINISTER IS:- Rev. Brian Bishop 
85 Park Lane  
South Harrow  
HA2 8NN  

Telephone: (020) 8141 6840 

E-mail:brianbishop686@gmail.com 
 

The Church is here to serve the community 
and the Minister will be glad to visit in cases 
of illness or other troubles, and will arrange 
for home communion services on request.  
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‘Remember, Remember it’s November.  This month we are called to 

remember, that is to bring to mind events from the past.   On the 5th 
we commemorate Guy Fawkes Night of ‘Gunpowder, treason and plot’ 
is about a cause that was both political and religious. Fawkes was a 
man who fought for a cause and followed his beliefs, though perhaps 
not in the best way.   

On the 13th we have Remembrance Sunday when we remember 
those who gave their lives in two World Wars and conflicts since then, 
not forgetting the current world situation and conflicts. Such people 
offer up their lives on our behalf, who through service and sacrifice 
giving of themselves for their cause.   Today we think of Syria and the 
conflict that innocent civilians are going through terrible times as we 
have seen on our TV’s and through the media. 

As Christians, in the Church and world, we are called to serve, to offer 
up our lives to service and sacrifice for Christ, who gave Himself for 
us.  On the 20th when we share in communion with the broken bread 
and wine representing the sacrifice of Jesus for each of us.  Indeed, 
in all that we do as a church in sharing the good news, we offer up to 
God the sacrifice of time, talent and money for the use in His service.  
So let each of us recognise our calling and stand for Jesus as he calls 
us to be salt and light to our community and the world. 

Matthew 5:14-16; 

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hid-
den. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead 
they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

Let it be so. 
 

Revd Brian Bishop 
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 ‘ DO NOT DISTURB.’ 

I will be on annual leave from the 12th-20th November. Apart from a daytrip to the 
south coast. I won’t be going away, but both my mobile and the flat phone will be 
turned off for this period. So if you do ring or text me, your call will not be  
received and returned  until the 21st so please don’t think I am ignoring you. Thank 
you in advance. 

                                                                           Gary. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

A Christmas Illustration 

Over the years Christmas has lost its Christian focus.  Even so, from among the 
Santas, elves, Christmas trees, stockings and presents emerges a wonderful illus-
tration of the true meaning of Christmas.Santa is a joyful giver ruling benevo-
lently from the North Pole - God is a gracious giver ruling benevolently from 
Heaven.  Santa reads all the mail sent him by children of the world, then tailor-
makes gifts for each child – God listens to every prayer sent Him by His earthly 
children, then tailor-makes blessings for the individual needs of each.  Santa has 
elfin helpers working towards his goals – God has elect angels working tirelessly 
for His glory.   
The Christmas tree is where wonderful gifts can be found - the Tree of Christ 
(the Cross) is where the incomparable gift of eternal salvation can be found.   
Children who are nice or naughty will have their Christmas stocking filled either 
with presents or with coal – likewise, whether we follow God’s plan or our own 
determines if our lives will be filled with blessing or with self-inflicted-problems. 
As Christians we must remember we are the ‘Christmas-message-ambassadors’. 
Our job is to herald the Good News of Salvation just as on the first Christmas the 
angels did: Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.  For there is born to you 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11) 
When we always keep in mind (especially through challenging circumstances) 
that we have been given the ultimate gift of Salvation, we start celebrating each 
day like it was Christmas.  When we are filled with the Christmas (Holy) Spirit 
and realize our ‘daily cup’ is overflowing with grace, we attract people who want 
that same Christmas joy in their lives.  We then have the wonderful opportunity 
to lead them to the first Christmas Tree where God presented Himself as a gift - 
a living Sacrifice – and became humanity (the babe in the manger) to wipe away 
the ‘penalty of sin’ and reconcile the world to Himself so all who believe in Jesus 
Christ may receive the gift of everlasting life. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
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        GREAT HYMNS (1); ‘O GOD, OUR HELP…..’ (SoF* 415) 

 

 On or around 5th November there will be countless celebrations with 
fireworks and bonfires, which we pray will be accident-free. Next, 
comes the more sombre and reflective annual commemoration of 
those who gave their lives in 2 World Wars and more recent con-
flicts.This hymn will feature in Services in most Christian denomina-
tions, throughout the Commonwealth and beyond; in Cathedrals and 
Mission Halls; in tranquil English villages and troubled areas abroad; 
in schools and residential care homes; indoors and outdoors, even at 
sea. It is one of several written by Nonconformist, Isaac Watts (1674-
1748) which remain very popular, despite some dated language. It is 
based on Psalm 90, which, in the ‘NIV’, is headed ‘A prayer of Moses 
the man of God’.The first 4 verses of the hymn speak of God’s great-
ness and eternal nature; 

     ‘O God, our help in ages past,  Our hope for years to come…..’ 

     ‘From everlasting Thou art God,  To endless years the same…..’ 

     ‘A  thousand ages in Thy sight are like an evening gone…..’ 

The dignified but easily-learnt tune, ‘St. Anne’, which perfectly suits 
the words, was composed by William Croft (1678-1727), organist suc-
cessively of St. Anne’s, Soho; the Chapel Royal, Windsor, and West-
minster Abbey, where he is buried. We often sing other tunes by him. 

I vividly recall my school’s Remembrance Service.The names of Old 
Boys on the War Memorial were solemnly read out, amid total silence, 
before the hymn.The Classics Master was an excellent organist (and 
pianist), who played with great expression. He accompanied softly the 
poignant words of Verse 5 (‘Time, like an ever-rolling stream,  Bears 
all its sons away; They fly forgotten, as a dream  Dies at the opening 
day.). Verse 6 (similar to V1) is a reassurance that, despite difficulties 
and tragedies, God will always be there for us. More than 900 voices 
were underpinned by a magnificent last-verse improvisation on ‘Full 
Organ’, which seemed to shake the building. I am still moved by this 
notable hymn. 

                                                            DAVID J. STEWARD (Organist) 

      * Songs of Fellowship 
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Our link Massionaries, Helen and Wit Boondeekhun Prayer letter, October 2016 

Dear Friends 

We are so grateful for your support and prayers – thank you. 

We have been living here in Ban Wang Daeng for nearly three months and it’s begin-

ning to feel like home. The house itself is all spruced up and we’ve got rid of most of 

the dust, cobwebs, spiders and so on. However, we still get to entertain a host of un-

welcome visitors including scorpions, frogs, cats, field-crabs, beetles, moths, flies and 

pesky mosquitos – that’s country living! Outside we’ve planted trees in pots to give 

some shade and have also started trying to grow some vegetables, with mixed suc-

cess. 

We have just come to the end of our 12 week English courses, which have gone quite 

well. We started off with just over 20 students, but now the numbers have risen to 37, 

split into 5 age-appropriate classes. Saturdays, when the younger children come to 

study, are the most enjoyable but also the most exhausting. In the afternoons we al-

low them to come back for 90 minutes to play ping-pong and other games and they 

have a great time. We have been fortunate to have had our nephew, Jack, staying with 

us on and off as he’s been preparing for an English exam next month. The little kids 

love him and he’s been great with them both as a teacher’s assistant and ping-pong 

trainer. We had a meeting at the end of the course, to which we invited any parents or 

grandparents who were able to come.  

We were delighted that twelve of them turned up and we were able to show them 

hospitality as well as to have a pleasant discussion on how they felt the English 

courses had gone. One lady brought a friend along, who was interested in having her 

son study with us on the next course, and it turns out that she is a Christian – the first 

one we have discovered in the village – Praise God! 

Having all of these students has provided us with more opportunities to get to know 

people in the village. In fact whenever students missed a class, Wit was able to take 

the worksheets to their house to help them catch up, but also to spend time chatting 

with their parents or grandparents about life in Wang Daeng. Through these conversa-

tions and also through discussions with our neighbours and the teenagers on our Eng-

lish courses, we have collected plenty of data for our initial Felt Needs survey.  
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 The problems that people have identified include: drug and alcohol addiction; health issues 

due to bad eating habits and many children being brought up by grandparents as their par-

ents work in Bangkok or elsewhere. Many also mentioned that the community exercise equip-

ment is old, rusty and unusable, and that several of the side streets have very poor lighting. 

Poverty is not a major issue as extended families rally round to help each other, nevertheless 

there are several households struggling to make ends meet. We now have to consider all of 

this information, take it before the Lord in prayer, and see how He leads us in helping the 

community to solve some of these issues. We also plan to do a more extensive survey later in 

the year after meeting with the village headman to discuss the matter. 

Jack with English class 

Helen has been volunteering at the local school, two to three afternoons a week. It has been 

encouraging to see some of the students really growing in confidence with English, and that 

other teachers are beginning to adopt some of Helen’s teaching ideas and techniques. We 

have been invited to go away for a couple of days on a trip with the rest of the teaching staff 

and we hope that through this we can get to know some of the teachers who live in the vil-

lage. Another benefit of this volunteer work is to build a good reputation in a community 

where everything is noticed - sometimes it feels as though we are living in a goldfish bowl!  

We haven’t as yet started any Bible study or Sunday service, although we do spend time to-

gether each morning, sharing scriptures and praying. On Sundays we usually visit other 

churches in the province and this has been good for us to build relationships with them as 

well as to bring encouragement. We also have a monthly prayer time with the pastors of two 

small house-churches in the neighbouring district of Phichai. In addition to this Wit joins with 

a group of Uttaradit pastors every Tuesday morning to pray for the province. This local Chris-

tian support has been invaluable. Life here is not always easy and we need to stay focused 

and growing in our own faith and closeness to the Lord Jesus. 

“So we press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called us heavenward in 

Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:14 

• Give thanks for the success of the English classes both at home and in the school – pray for 

new courses starting in November 

• Pray for continued good relationships with our neighbours and the parents/grandparents of 

our English students and for opportunities to show love and to share the gospel 

• Pray for our relationship with the newly discovered Christian lady, Wanna,  
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Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow. 

The Women’s Gathering held on Saturday 8
th
 October was enjoyed by all.  

There was a time of prayer and worship.  The presence of the Holy Spirit was 

flowing within our midst as we expectantly listened to the message as Rita 

shared her Testimony and her role as UK Director of Healed for Life  

Ministries.   She emphasised how God is using her to bring healing and  

restoration to many lives as they experience the goodness and the greatness 

of God’s love.   She focused on Ephesians Chapter 1:  “The Blessings of  

Redemption” how God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places in Christ.  He chose us before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and blameless before Him in His love.  She  

re-enforced what God has predestined for us His children.  The message was 

thought provoking and inspiring.  Time was allowed for individual prayer and 

discussions on the topic.  It was a wonderful time of spiritual revival. 

 Following lunch we were honoured to have Helen and Derek Macallan as 

specialist in their own fields enlightening us, as well as provoking thought 

about how God is using them to show His love and give hope to those who 

thought that there was no hope to life.  Through their love and care for others 

in their professional fields, they have shown compassion, healing and  

restoration for those who feel rejected by society because of their conditions.  

Derek shared that there are others who could not be open with their illnesses, 

because they would not be accepted within the family or society as a whole, 

afraid of being stigmatised.  

  We live in a broken society; God has called and chosen us to be his  

workmanship that by His grace there is hope for us all in Christ Jesus.  

We wish to give Paul and Gary thanks for their support, for the YUMMY lunch 

and clearing up afterwards. 

Let’s not forget David and Tony who organised the music and the overhead 

projector for us. 

Finally, my joyful thanks to Anne, Fay, Karen & Nirmala who joined with me to 

bring this Inspired Women’s Gathering to fulfilment.  Grace and peace to all in 

Christ Jesus.  

 

Neva Gordon (Deacon) 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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NOVEMBER 2016 

This month please pray for … 

Tuesday         1  Vasillica and Adrian Gherman and  family 

Wednesday    2  Brian and Anne Bishop 

Thursday        3  Neva Gordon on her birthday today 

Friday             4  David Nichols 

Saturday         5   A safe bonfire night 

Sunday           6   The junior church 

Monday          7   Grace Sims 

Tuesday         8   America as it elects a new President  

Wednesday    9   Beshaun Benjamin on his birthday today 

Thursday       10  Jean Brett 

Friday            11  Silence to be observed at 11am. 

Saturday        12  Brent Perkins  

Sunday          13  Our servicemen and women past & present 

Monday         14  Liz Hockney 

Tuesday         15  Adam (Alicia’s grandson) 

Wednesday    16  Chris Cooper 

Thursday        17  Brenda and Alison Cripps 

Friday             18  Our Prime Minster and Parliament  

Saturday        19  Desma and Egbert Campbell  

Sunday          20  Noeline Abeysekera and her family 

Monday         21  Lilian and Brian Tysoe 

Tuesday         22  Frank and Bernice Phillips 

Wednesday    23  Paul Turner & the 1st Roxeth Scout group 

Thursday        24  John and Brenda Small 

Friday             25  Iris Powell 

Saturday        26  Chandra Loganathan 

Sunday              27  Betty Murdock on her birthday today 

Monday            28  Loretta Pollard 

Tuesday            29  Karen and Paul Luckham 

Wednesday     30  Derek and Doreen Aldridge 
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November teaching 
 

6th  10.45am We Believe – in freedom in Christ  

Galatians 5:1-15 (Bible page 1171-1172) 

 6.0pm  Amos 6:1-14 

Communion 

13th   10.45am  We believe -in a spiritual life  

Galatians 5:16-26 (Bible page 1172) Remembrance Sun-
day - All age Service  

6.00pm Amos 7:1-17 (Bible page 921-922) 

 

20th   10.45  We believe – in a life to grow into  

Galatians 6:1-18 (Bible page 1172)  

Communion 

 6.00pm   Amos 8:1-14 (Bible page 922-923) 

 

27th  10.45am  1st Sunday in Advent – King of Kings – promised   
 Isaiah 40:1-11 (Bible pages 723-724)  

    

 4.00pm  Tea and Tree service 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

BMS BIRTHDAY SCHEME 

FOR NOVEMBER 

  

Neva Gordon             3rd                 Beshaun Benjamin      9th 

James Manoharan    4th                  Betty Murdock           27th 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 

 
 

Tuesday 01 8 00 pm WAGS 

Wednesday  02        8  00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Thursday 03 8 00 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room 

     Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room  

Friday  04 8 00 pm Fellowship Group at Neva’s home  

Sunday 06       10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

               6 00 pm Evening Worship & Communion led by Rev Bishop 

Monday  07       10 00 am Bible Study at Neva’s home 

   8 00 pm Deacons’ Meeting 

Tuesday 08 8 00 pm WAGS at the Manse 

Wednesday  09       10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

   2 30 pm Knitting & Sewing in the Shaftesbury Room 

   8 00 pm Prayer Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Sunday 13       10 45 am Remembrance Day worship & Church Parade led by 

     Rev Brian Bishop 

   6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Wednesday 16 8 00 pm Worship on Wednesday in the Hall 

Thursday 17 2 30 pm Women’s Circle in the Shaftesbury Room 

   8 00 pm Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Saturday 19       10 30 am Christmas Sale 

Sunday  20       10 45 am Morning Worship & Communion led by Rev  Bishop 

               6 00 pm Evening Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

Monday  21       10 00 am Bible Study at Neva’s home  

Wednesday 23       10 00 am Fellowship Group in the Shaftesbury Room 

Sunday 27 10 45 am Morning Worship led by Rev Brian Bishop 

    4 00 pm Advent Tea and decorating the tree 

     NO EVENING SERVICE 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

 

Sunday  04 December Church Members Meeting to include the 

election of Deacons following the morning service . 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

Monday          5.00pm—6.15pm      Beavers 

                       6.30pm—8.00pm      Cub Scouts 

                       8.00pm—9.30pm      Scouts 

Tuesday        10.00am –11.30am    Under 1s 

                        1.30pm—3.00pm     South Harrow Toddlers 

Wednesday                     2.30pm     Knitting & Sewing Group 

(2nd Wednesday of each month) 

Thursday                         2.30pm     Women’s Circle 

(1st and 3rd weeks of the month) 

Friday              10.30am-11.45am    Coffee Morning 

Saturday                         6.00pm      Youth Fellowship 

Sunday                         10.45am      Junior Church 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

November               London City Mission         

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Copy for the December 2016 issue of ‘The Messenger should be  
given to Frank Phillips (41 Hillside Crescent, Harrow HA2 0QU 
Tel: 020 8422 9487) or preferably e-mail your item to  

                          frankphillips@talktalk.net  by 

13th November at the latest please 

 

THE EDITOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT, OMIT PARTS 

OR AMEND ITEMS SUBMITTED FOR INCLUSION IN 

THIS MAGAZINE 


